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DATA UE 


Rauen Philip and Henry, concerning the In- 
portance of early RELIOION. 


2:15. XT OST welcome'dear Hal, you | 


are come in very ſeaſonably to 
rleate me from my tireſome employment. 


Kur. Pray, my dear, what have you been 


engaged in that is ſo diſagreeable? 

Phil. I have read above half a long ſermon, 
ad muſt have ended it if you had not come; 
ad 1 am ſure I am weary enough now. 


= Dr. 


Mat ſhe thought might be uſeful : pray what 
Ns 1t about? 
FOO B 
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Hal. T hope you are not ſo weak as to be 
ted with reading a ſermon, and I dare ſay 
jour mamma would not ſet you to any but 


Phil, 


a FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 


# 


that, till I have read them, ſhe would be dil: 


tender a mamina as mine. 


Ppil. I don't well know] the title Was, 
Pleaſure and Advantage of early. Religpel 
but I am ſure 1 found none 1n reading abou 
it, 

Hel Tem ſorry to hear you ſay ſo 3 china 
it is a very agreeable ſubject; I wiſh I might 
r. 

Phil. I'll lend it you willingly whenThave 
read it out ; but my mamma bought the book 
on purpole for me, and there are Kir or ſeven 
more. ſermons in it, alt, to young people: ſq 


pleaſed it I lent it; and you, who are ſo 
happy as not to be fore'd to fuch dull work 
as Jam, will I dare fay be ſoon lick of 1 it if 
you begin. 

Hal. Oh! Phil, what you call my bappi- 
neſs, I account my great misfortune, and often 
with I had ſuch a mamma as yours, 

Phil. I am ſure you have a very good one 
that is:exceffively fond of you. 

Hal. I own it; and yet this very Sas! 
daily mourn the want of, which you::ſeemv t0 
think an affliction; I mean the advantages ol 
inſtruction you have, join'd with as Kama ne 


a6 Hae. a 3 


Phil. She is very good to me for! every thin 
elſe; but whatever you may now think, 
believe you would not like it to'be.contravg 
ally talk'd to about things ou knew ein ig 
of. 
Hal. She, doubtleſs does i it that youn may 
know them. 


Phil. She 1s never the nearer then ; for 
neithe 


— — — "_ << pp  { <r as - Aw” — 1 —— 
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reither do, nor defire 17 underſtand any ts 
of the matter. 

Hal. Nay Phil, now 1 quite ſhock: me; 
can fearce believe my on ears. 


Phil. Why D what have Ladet, hy 


ts you ? I thought no harm, I am ſure. 


Hal. What! my deaf, no harm in Rying 


you neither underftand retigion, nor deſire to 
bit? For my patt, I cab't conceive what 
you could have fard wore profane ; 5 Tavith you 
youll think of it. 

Phil. Nay, now you make me worls chan 1 
m; J am fure L was never accounted profane; 
wat! do yau take me for an atheiſt, that 
leres there is no God, becauſe 1 wiſh my 
mamma would let me alone to enjoy the plea- 
ſires fulted to my age, 'and not 11 Ros 
Vith ſuch things as, If I Was to chin 5 them, 


would only puzzle my brain to no Purpoſe * 
hen T am as old as me, perhaps 1 may like | 


tas well. 

Hal, Bu ut you told me tt ch were reat- 
Is of the pleaſure and advantage of _ 
flivion ; How T could not fuppoſt but yon 


nil think thatthele were pleaſures and ad. 


fintages futted tö your age. What do you 


Imaging that theſe good men that Write fuch 


books, your own. mamma, and even God 
elf, join to ĩmpoſe a falſhood on you ? 
lor is it not in che word of God, that the 
ys of wiſdom (which re there the ſame 


ni thoſe of religion) are ways of pleaſant- ; 


Kh; ; and all her . paths of FR TF 


you —_ 
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you have heard ſo much as you complain of, 
1 muſt have heard of this ſcripture. 

Phil. Heard, yes; I have read it many time; 
to-day, for that was the text. And 1 don' 
pretend to diſbelieve the truth of i it, fo that 
am not ſo bad as you would make me; ay 
what you will: I told you before, when 1: 
older I may perhaps, underſtand and find th 
pleaſure of it. But, I wonder, that eithe 
theſe good men, or my mamma ſhould think 
becaule they may find it pleaſant Who ar 
come to maturity of judgment, that ſuch ; 
we thould, who are in the gayelt and giddie 
part of. life. „ 4 

Hal. But herein again; my dear, you 
moſt inconſiderately; ; for 1s not ear religio 
recommended, nay commanded by Gan him 
ſelf? ſo that here you cannot come off; ne 
to ſay, that the calling in queſtion the judg 
ment of your ſuperiors in this matter does nc 
beſpeak that degree of humility I had hope 
you were, poſſelledd Phe.: 740i be ion ll 

Ppbil. Pray who 1 is there of our age, th 
puzzle. their heads. about ſuch things? 
they muſt whilſt they are young, it does nd 
follow that I need to do it vet; . 1 hope Ia 
not growing old preſently, .; „ 

Hal. And are you ſure of an hereafter? 
my dear, I beſeech you think what you 
depending on! How many round us are eat 
ly call'd away young r. than we? And ca 
you chink 'twill be a. ſu fo flicient plea at the b 
of your Judge, that you thought you, ere te 


young to attend to 10 ſerious + buſineſs as rt 
ligion 


2255 wr .« a — 
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bn? Or will you dare to tell him, Si 
you had more pleaſant and profitable employ - 
nent to engage your thoughts and time; much 
more ſuitak ly to your age ; that if you had 


a ying to it, according to the many exhorta- 
8 e given you; that you therefore hoped 
- We intention to ſerve him hereafter would 
; | 


be nccepred, and excuſe your neglects? 

''Phi. I am not ſo ignorant as you make 
he neither, Hal! I know well enough that 
ſounger than 1 die; nor do I think of mak- 
ug any ſuch excuſes for myſelf before God, 
$ you have framed -for me. | 

Hal. But then, pray, my dear, whit u kt 
jor gepend upon, ſhould you be call'd away 
beedity and ſuddenly as many are? 

Pil. Why to tell you freely, *tis but ſel- 
lom that any thoughts of fuch things come 
nto my mind; but when they do, I far tisfy | 
myſelf with this; that I have never been guil- 
ty of any groſs fins, and have as much reli- 
Ho" as Can 1 be expected in one of my age. 

Hal. That you have not been left to com- 
mit thoſe ſins which too many are guilty of, 
to be fure matter of comfort; but I ſhould 
It glad to know what it is that you account a 
lthcient degree of religion. 

Phil. Igo conſtantly to Church, we have 
lanily worſhip twice a day, and ſometimes 1 
by by myſelf too; and you find, by what 

have aid, 1 have a great deal of reading i in 


B 5 enough * 


ed longer you” had ſome thoughts of ap- 


food books befides 3 {o that if I don't end S 4 
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enough of my time in Aligign,, L don't kyoy 
what young perſon does. 3 
Hal. Theſe indeed are 4 5 of _ 40 
ty, and therefore to. be. ple het and did 
you engage in them as youought, you might 
call them parts of religion ;. but ,as the un⸗ 
eaſineſs you before expreſs' 4. at reading a 
much, gives me room to fear the other work 
of this kind in which you are employed, ; 15 
equally diſagreeable to you, I can d think any 
thing you have mentioned deſerves to be call'd 
by that name. For you can't imagine, if you 
will but give yourſelf leave to re ec, that 
God, who has bid us give him our heafts 
and has told. us he knows the ſecrets of them, 
will accept of outward forms inſtead of fin- 
cere worſhip, or that you can impoſe upon 
him who fees the workings of your mind, and 
that averſion you have to, and the wearinels 
you diſcover in, his ſervice. 
Phil, 1 begin to ſee ſome reaſon i in what 
you ſay. And if God requires the mind 
ſhould be engaged in worſhip, and there is 
no true religion without, I muſt indeed g 6 
up all my pretences to an 
Hal. Then hope you will quickly be con- 
vinced how much you are indebted to your 
mamma for her frequent inſtructions, anc 
putting ſuch books into your hand, as, if at- 
tended -to, ſhould by the bleſſing of God 
bring you to a ſenſe of the importance of re 
gion, and excite your deſires after it. Ane 
ſince by your own confeſſion, you are no" 


V obliged to own it was a ſandy foundation on 
whic 


3 n nn, hs de wean hs 9 R 
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wil which you built r oper, FOR will, Laruſt, 
1 h 


be ſcofible that it highly concerns you, with-. 
6. out an y.delay;,to.apply ſeriouſly to an affair 
id an which. your, eternal happineſs depends ; 
hl that you may have fold ground tg, think of 
a death with, comfort, and to meet it with joy, 
e ſhould it | ſpeedily. approach to you. Then 
rk would you, my dear, know by your own ex- 


perience the truth of, what, you hays ghis glay 


rh been reading, that wiſdom's ways are ways of 
e bleaſantneſs. Give me leave then to prevail 


upon, you to make the important trial. 


- 


Phil, Well Hal, I am now amaz/'d at my 


: | 


5M ihoughtlefſneſs about theſe things, I took you 
nM wp. ſhort at the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
- 20d aſked you whether you took me for an 


atheiſt; and truly now I am convinc'd that! WM 
have lived like one; for tho” I boaſted thenof M 
my believing there was a God, I think lam 
the worſe rather than better for ſuch a belief, Ml 
fince I have been ſo ſenſeleſs as to imagine he 


Jo would accept of appearance inſtead of reality; 
158 and look on that as a ſervice perform'd to him, 
e wherein only my body was engaged, my 


thoughts generally like the fool's eyes, being 
in time of worſhip wandering after every va= ³ü 
nity. Well may I bluſh for ſhame that you 
who have not my advantages ſhould be my iſ 
inſtructor, What thanks do I owe you?! 
Hal. If you are brought to ſee your duty 
and intereſt in this matter, give God the 
praiſe, who often makes uſe of ſuch weak 
inſtruments that the power of his grace 
3 5 may 
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may be the mote diſplay'd, 1 atm a poor 
7 4 * FC „ j# . I. x 5 1 ; ws 4 

pO en ons aged 1 nf gl 705} ac 


am furs,” kor herne 
am like one that has been w 


e 6 on, for 


Fl You have bega a good" one'ts me, 1 
u 
mM 


hq at day-break finds his error, yet Kids 


not how to get into the right path without 
ſome kind and friendly conductor. 
Hal. You have made a very proper refleeL 
tion on your preſent caſe” indeed; but then 
you are to remember that to make the com- 
pariſon hold, you muſt imagine thitthis per- 
{on was warned of the danger he Was in of 
wandering; offet'd, yea intreated to actept of 
fuffcient light, direction, and affiſtanct ; afl 


yet, fancying there was o occaſion, weit 
obſtinately on in total darkgeſs, 7 


* _ 


Pil. You have drawn up my character to 


the life, indeed, Hal, ind your juſt addition; 
I think, naturally leads mie to fee my firſt ſtep, 
which 1s with the deepeſt ſhame and remorte 


_ to confeſs and bewail my wretched folly, and 


-cearneftly implore pardon, * © 


Hlal. Tis true, repentance as it is the firſt 
ſep to reſormation, fo *tis ene great branch 
of religion, the whole of which is comprized 


in thete two words; repent and believe. 


Phil. But what is it to believe? My own 
inward feafation now tells me ſomewhat of 
the nature of repentance, for I fee I have act- 
ed moſt contrary to reaſon, to go on thus re- 


gardlefs of God, or my own immortal foul. 
And he might now juſtly refuſe to receive 


* 


n 


2 . . 
* ** ä Sk 
bs 


Y FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. „ 


r my ſubmiſſion, and forgive my fins ; i eds 
50 if he ſhould I am undone, and that for ever. 
1 Bal. Herein lies the true nature of faith, 
[ or that believing you enquire after, that not- 


'þ withſtanding it is thus with you, which calls 
for deep repentance, here is no room for oy 7 
K ſpair; Chriſt has purchaſed a free and full 5 
7 pardon for all who believe in him to him 
therefore are you t to apply, and in him repole 
your truſt ; under his conduct are you to put 
yourſelf, ſincerely deſiring to receive the in- 
ſtructions of his word and ſpirit, and to obey 
all his commands as your king and governor. 
And if you thus repent, and thus behieve, and 
evidence the ſincerity of both, by your hatred 
of all fin, and love to God $5 his ways, you 
will ſoon find the truth of what you have been 
reading, that there arepleaſures in religion to 
which you have hitherto been a ſtranger 3 
Hafurd that vaſtly exceed what you have 
found in youthful delights. For to return to 
our ſimile, if the Wanderer 3 in bis bitter re- 
fections on his folly, ſpics his offered but re- 
foſed guide again near him; and upon his 
humble acknowledgements and earneſt pray- 
ers, ready to forgive him and aſſure him of 
bis conſtant affiſtance, whilſt he follows his 
directions; ; what joy muſthereupoſi take place 
in that breaſt fo lately oppreſt with grief !— 
And thus encouraged and thus affiſted, . with 
what delight and alacrity w ill he go forward! ? 
„ Hear Hal, how. happy are you, that 
have malle ſuch a Prog reſs in thoſe paths L. am 
qo now. 
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nom to enter on! nay, and could find them 
out of yourfelf, though T have been blind to 

} them when they were ſet before me. 

IJ Hal. No Phil, God made uſe of means. to 
open iny eyes, as he uſualſy does ; for tho 
that was wanting at home, a kind neighbour, 
who knew how 1t Was, finding 1 low d read. 
ing, often got me in to read with her; and 25 
ſhe put che propereſt books into my hand, ſo 
would ſhe endeavour to impreſs what I read, 
both on my underſtanding and conſcience,” ts 
thro' her kind care, under God, that I know 
oy thing of religion. But I have ſtay'd till 

all be expected home, therefore mu go, 
2. Wel, Hal, I ſhall ſdon call in re- 
turn; for 1 mall long to have more e diſcourſe 
with you. | 


wo \ 1 
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made in Lucinda. 


22 Dorinda and Sephirs, an the a alert 


7 * 
- 


EAR g hire, vou can 't think Wi 
| much it concern'd we, that you 
ele bot go with me to ſee Ease. Nl 
© Soph. I would have waited on you if T could 
| conveniently have done it, but my fiſter's 
| Ulnefs i is a great confinement to me; for as 1 


can divert her a little, it makes it the eaſier. 
T a | | : to 
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to my mamma, lo that 1 did not think proper 
toalk her. | 

Dor. Nays. then you, are  worke than FE 
imagined; L thought your mamma, would 
not 1 9985 go. 

Seb. Indeed my dear! believe that is but too 
true, that | may be worſe than you have 
thought me, as you are I am ſenſible partial 
n my favour: but I don't think myſelf ſo in 
this caſe, becauſe I thought I was more in the 
way of my duty to ſtay with my mamma, and 
do what little I could to leſſen her fatigue, 
than I ſhould have been to have left her alone 
with a ſick child, only to make a viſit. 

Dor. What then: mult. you be chambered 
up, if your ſiſter lies ſick ever ſo long? 

$;ph. No, not always; have not 1 been. one 
afternoon with you already ? My mamma is 
ther for contriving to give me diverfſion, 
than defiring to hinder me ; but this makes 
me the more unwilling to leave her, unleſs it 
be to go ro my moſt intimate acquaintance 
and *tis more pleaſure to me to bear her com- 
pany in her affliction, as 1 ſee it is ſo agree - 
able to her, than it would be to ſpend my time 
in viſiting. Don't you think now that I a&t 
nicht herein? 

Der. I muſt own you do, and that you have 
called my fin to remembrance this day | For 
when my mamma was ſick, I was far from 
ating as you have done, tho“ T plainly faw 
low much. ſhe deſired my company, and how 
pleaſed ſhe would be if Loffered her any little 
| ſtance ; 15 and that ſhe thought my ſtaying 
away 
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away from her ſo much, A very unkind treat- 
ment of one who had in my illneſs ſo tender- 
ly nurſed me; but to me a ſick room was a 
dull place; and, for want of reflecting on 

what either duty or affection muſt have led 
me to, much more both together, I took it 
into my head, that it was natural for young 
. perſons to hate ſuch confinement, and there: 
fore it was excuſable for me to decline it.— 
Herein you have ſet me an example of child- 
like duty and affection, which I hope for the 
future I 2 labour to follow. 

Soph. 1 am ſure your's has, in many re- 
ſpects, been of great advantage to me; and if 
in this, or any other inftance, Fran be fo 
happy as to make you any ſmall return 1 
ſhalt be very glad. But pray was your viſit 
fo pleaſant, that you wiſhed me to enjoy it 
with you ? 

Dor. Yes, indeed it was ; and, I dare ſay, 
you would have been equally delighted had 

ou been there. 

Soph. Then I hope you have diſcovered 
* alteration in Lucinda's temper and beha- 
viour, which I ſhould be extremely glad to 
hear of, as a religious turn would render her 
a moſt agreeable friend. 

Dor. It will ſo, and this is the pleaſing 
proſpect we now have. | 

Sop2, Pray give me a little of your enter- 
tainment. 

Dor. When went, Sephionia was alone in 

the parlour. She received me with an/aif 
of pleaſure I never diſcovered in he 1 
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fore, and ſaid, you are, Dorinda, a very agree- 
able gueſt, for Lucinda has been wiſhing to 
ſee you ſome time, and I hope this viſit will 
be an introduction to a greater intimacy, and 
as I ſhall gladly encourage ſuch a friendſhip, 
ſo I have the pleaſure of believing twill now 
be far more deſirable for Lu einaa, than what 
ſhe has been but too much delighted with, 
Whilſt I was thinking for a proper reply to 
ſo unexpected a ſpeech, Lucinda entered the 
room, and Saphronia left us together; when 
ſhe, taking me by the hand, ſaid, You little 
imagine, dear Orinda, how oft I have wiſh'd 
to ſee you within theſe few weeks; but I 
fear d the entertainment you had at your firſt 
fit, would have diſcouraged you from mak- 
ing a ſecond. I replied, I wonder'd you 
ſhould have fuch a thought, for. both Sophira 
and I took notice of the courteous reception 
you gave us; and I added, you would have 
been with me now 1f you had not been pre- 
vented. She anſwer'd, you don't underſtand 
me, Dorinda; I mean on account of the dif- 
agreeable company that was here. 5 

Soph. Diſagreeable indeed: What could 
you reply to thaſt? "2243 
Dor. { 
it happen'd fo, that we came on a day when 
ſhe had company that gave themſelves ſo 
great a libercy in diſcourſe as thoſe young la- 
dies did; that Sophira and I were too much 
concerned to hear the ſacred name of God 

abus'd as it was by them, tho' we with plea= _ 
| lure obſerved ſhe did =_ follow them herein; 

| | and 


» 


ſaid, that I muſt own I was ſorry — 


cd me to conſider what I was doing. S 


by 
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and that, amidſt the profuſion of empty and 
impertinent diſcourſe they ſo plentifully pour. 
Ed forth, we diſcern'd ſo much modeſty and 
good ſenſe in her replies, as gave us room to 
hope ſhe would not be tempted to make ſuch 
her choſen companions long, as we feared by 
what we ſaw they then were. | 
Soph. You ſpoke your mind very freely, 
but I think in an inoffenſive way. What 
anſwer could ſne makes 
Dor. With tears ſhe replied, ah! Dorinda, 
what could you then ſee in me that gave you 
any hope, I know not; tis true, as you fay, 
I did not fall in with their profane language; 
the ſtrict Education I have had forbad that 
at leaſt laid a reſtraint on me; for had I bee 
left to go on, none knows how ſoon I might 
have been drawn to a more exact imitation 
of them, to the heart-breaking grief of m 
dear mamma, and the ruin of my own foul! 
Soph. She expreſt herſelf very ſeriouſly and 
fenſibly indeed; but could you find out what 
was the means of giving her ſo different 
turn of thought. 5 e 
Dor. Ves; for upon my ſaying I wat 
heartily glad to hear ſhe had herſelf diſcovery 
ed the ſnares that amidſt ſuch companion 
the was encompaſſed with. She replied, Oh Y 
Dorinda, you are miſtaken ;, I went on blind 
ly, and was deaf to all the kind and preſſing 
exhortations of the moſt pious and tende 
parent, who often with floods of tears entreal 
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often pleaded, that if I would thus con 
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oe be a companion of fools, I muſt with them 


r- be deſtroyed, and that my puniſhment would: 
e ſo much the worſe another day, as my ad- 


rantages for knowing and acting better were 
greater than cheirs. That therefore ſhe, who 
night as a parent command me, did yet as a 


tt be moved with the thought of bringing 
bwn the grey hairs of my widow parent 
rich ſorrow to the grave. Theſe difcourſes 
of her's generally melted me into tears; Jer 
las! no ſooner did an opportunity offer of 
king with my favourite companions, but I 
radily fell in with it, and all my mamma 8 
ntructions were quite forgot. 

Soph. This is a lively picture of the firſt 


approaches of ruin to many & young perſon 


ſtifle the convictions of their own. conſcien- 
es, and give ear to the ſolicitations of their 
wicked aſſociates, who ſeldom reſt till they 
have brought them to the fame degree of 


amy'd at. 
Dor. Tis true; and this d likely to 
lave been ſoon the caſe here; for ſhe-own'd 


o great that ſhe could not bear to fee: her un- 
aly, and had therefore often made a. reſo- 
lition not to exceed the time fixed for her 
urn, if ſhe ever went with them again on 
uy party of pleaſure yet when ſhe has ur- 


C2 to 


fiend exhort me to have ſome pity on my 
own precious and immortal foul, if I could 


who has had a religious education; thus they - ® 


tardneſs and Rupidity they themſelves are. 


hat tho' her love to her mamma was always 


ed her mamma's expecting her as a reaſon 
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what it was to be young. Theſe, Dorinda, 


one that exerciſed an unreaſonable authority 


me in my career, laid me on a ſick bed, and 


ſhe was ſo bad. 


mould die, and came to reflect on the oceca- 


ſhe ſhould now pay fo dear. But, faid ihe; 


way, begg'd me not to indulge ſuch mes 


to break off, they have as with one conſent 
banter'd her out of ſuch a fooliſh regard to 
a mother; told her, now ſhe was old enough 
to know what ſhe lik'd better than one who, 
being paſt theſe gaieties of youth, had forgot 


added ſhe, were the inſtructions I had abroad, 
and to which (thoughtleſs creature that 1 
was ) I gave ſo much attention, that I began 
to look upon myſelf as abridg*d of innocent 
liberties, and to regard my dear mamma as 


over me.: This dreadful length was I run 
(to my ſhame may I ſpeak it!) when God, by 
an awful and awakening providence, ftopt] 


even brought me to the brink-of-the. grave. 
Soph. I heard ſome time ago, that ſhe was 
very ill of a ſurfeit ſhe got by going wit 
them ſomewhere ; but I did not know that 


Dor. Nor I neither; but it ſeems ber life 
was deſpair'd of, and when ſhe thought ſhe 


ſion of her illneſs, it cut her to the heart 
that ſhe ſhould extort ſo unwilling a con 
ſent from her mamma, to a journey for which 


J can't ſay I carried my views beyond the 
grave, till thoſe two ladies you met here came 
to ſee! me; they appear'd concern'd at my 
illneſs, but upon intimating that I beliew d 
ſhould die, one of them in her uſual profans 


lanchol 
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lancholy fancies, for ſhe did not doubt but I, 
ſhould toon be able to take ſuch another tour. 
Yes, yes, I don't queſtion. it, ſaid the other; IM 
pray Lucinda, don't think of leaving us to go it 
into other world yet, we can't. ſpare you ſo, _ 
ſoon ; come, I'll tell you what charming 
liverfion we had laſt night. his diſcourſe 
quite ſhock'd me; and I replied, 1 am paſt 
diverfion now, nor can [I bear to hear of it. 
The diſtreſs of my mind was indeed too great 
to be expreſt. And is it certain there is ano- 
ther world? thought I, as I have been taught, 
and as even theſe poor profane creatures ſeem, 
to believe! What will then be my ſtate, who 
muſt enter into it before I have taken any 
meaſures to prepare for it? The anguiſh of 


my mind” had fo great an influence on my 
body, that I was tooh to appearance changed MM 
for death, and too far gone to have any fene: | 


But it pleaſed God to give me a revival: and 
when | firſt recovered ſenſe I found my mam- 
ma weeping over me. My dear child, ſad MM 
the, can you ſpeak once again to youF poor WM 
mamma? Yes, mamma, ſaid I, God has 
ziren me time to beg your pardon, and alk 
you to pray that he will forgive me, if there 
15 14 hope. Hope, my dear, replied ſhe; 
yes, I bleſs God, there is abundant ground 
of hope. On this, ſhe ſaid a few words more 
by way of encouragement and left me, not 
daring to talk long to me; and I incapable 
of farther reflection, fell aſleep. I had a 
zood night, and found myſelf greatly alter'd 
lor the better in the morning. But the more 
5 | "WY capable 
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1 FAMIETAR DIALO GU ES. 
capable I was of thought, the more did the 
diſtreſs "of: my mind Increaſe; mM my mamma 
indeed did all the could to abate my feats, 
and raiſe my hopes. Juſt as ſhe” had given 
me this account, Fogo came in to drink 
tea with her, ſo that the reſt T muſt wait ow 
till next time we meet. 

Soph. thank you for this part, which hs | 
rais'd my 1 10 ee err en 

Dor. romiſed me à quick return 0 
my viſit, ad hen I hope you "11 meet her. 

Soph.” You may Lo ep, on it 15 will, be I 
can. 
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The fame continued, 
| 3 Lucinpa and Doninpk. | 


Lu. T Have made this quick return to your 
GER vifit, Dorinda, to ſhow how accep- 
table your's was, and ſet you ſuch an exam- 
ple as I am defirous you ſhould follow. 
Der.“ Tis very obliging ; and I'll affure 
| you, T ſhall not be backward to imitate you. 
1 Lu. Shan't we have the Pleafure of Sophira' 3 
company? 
Dor. Her filter died laſt night, which has 
e her. T6 
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Lu. I am forry-for/therr afffiction, andour 
Joſs of her company. . 

Dor. As to the child's death I think ; ies. a 
mercy, for it was never like to be well, tho“ 
| ſuppoſe the mamma will be greatly; afllited;. 
for ſhe was exceeding fond of it; but Lam 
ſorry it happened at this. time, to prevent her: 
coming; and yet, when I conſider, I am ſen- 
ible how abſurd it appears, but to frame a 
wiſn that the poor child's life and. miſery | 
ſhould have been prolong'd, that I might 
have had my defires; and I think, nothing 
ever open'd my eyes as this incident has done, 
to ſee the unaccountable folly of my fretful 
impatient temper, which ſo often gives un- 
exineſs to myſelf and others about me: how 
uareaſonable *tis in me to expect every thing 
Hould fall out juft according to gy fancy, 
or give way to difcontent when it does not. 
You, I believe, know nothing of this; Lam 
ready to envy © for Jour calm and —_ 
temper. © 

Lu. My dear, tis very hard indeed, if; you 
envy me that ſeeming; little good I have in 
me! there is, to be ſure, a great deal of diffe- 
rence in natural tempers, and you are ſo far 
in the right, that I have not ſo great a mix- 
ture either of the paſſionate or fretful in mine 
3s ſome have; but if you find that in your's 
which you complain of, I doubt not but; as 
you are ſenſible of it, you will ſoon be able in 
a great meaſure to overcome it; and then 
your's will ſo far have the advantage of mine, 


* 
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as a virtuous habit is beyond a natural en- 


dowment. Os + x a 

k Dor. I hope I ſhall; both pray and ſtrive 
o more againſt this weakneſs, and ſhall rejoice 
0 if I may be enabled to gain ſome canqueſt 
| over it. But I'll not detain you longer on 


| this ſubje& now, as I impatiently long for | 
| the reſt of that remarkable account you was 
giving me concerning yourſelf. If you re- 
member, you had mentioned your being on 
| the mending hand, and the continuance of 
| your ſolicitude, together with the care your 
| mamina took to abate your fears and encou- 
| rage your hopes. 633A Fr 
| Lu. Tis true, here I ſtopt ; but alas! the 
conflicts I met with ſtopt not here; and had 
| it not been For the ſeaſonable exhortations, 


| inſtructions, and cautions of my dear mam- 
| . ma, it ſeemed to me as if I muſt either have 
EF funk into deep delpair, or, in order to free 


myſelf from ſuch uneaſy gueſts as my own 
thoughts were now become, have fallen 1n 
with the temptations I had to return to my 
former thoughtleſneſs amongſt my old com- 
panions, who came frequently to me when J 
1 was ſo bad. - | 8 
Dor. I fancy their company, in ſuch 2 
ſtate of mind as your's, muſt be very diſa- 
greeable. | | ES 
Lu. Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the work: 
ings of my-thoughts on theſe occaſions. The 
very fight of the perſons I had been fo fond 
of, filled me with anguiſh, as it recalled to 


mind thoſe days of vauity I now ſo bitterly 
? e- 
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repented. And tho' for the moſt part theie 
ſociety was as really ungrateful to me as ic 
had been delightful, I was often filled with 
fears, leſt I ſhould,,again come to like it. 
And how to get rid of them I knew not. But 
one day, when my mamma had been talking 
to me in a moſt encouraging manner, I foun 
my hopes riſe to a higher pitch than they ha 
wer before done, and L was then (for the firſt 
ime) ſo free, with my mamma as to telkher 
the concern. theſe viſitors gave me, and afk 
her what I ſhould; do, to get rid, of hem, 
without. giving them. cauſe. of offene. 
Dor. That was indeed a very prudent ſtep, 
for I think it was rf . oa ane. 
"Lu, My mamma told me, ifitpleaed God 
to give me his grace to perſiſt in my preſent 
pious, purpoſes, and reſolutions, ſhe, appre- 
hended it would be no hard taſk; as they 
WH vould. foon grow. weary. of my. company, , 
ben they found 1 took no delight in any of 
their vain amuſements, and empty, nay pro- 
fane converſes, as ſhe believed I now accoun- 
td them; and eſpecially, my dear, added the, 
| if you can but get ſo much courage and. re- 
lution, in a modeſt and civil way,, to ho 
your diflike. of their profaning the name, o 
God; and, that contempt of à ſerigus an- 
ſtrict courſe of religion, you 1ay, they ſo. of- 
ten expreſs. And. as, it hath ple re hs ſo 
wonderfully to ſpare your life, beyond all ex- 
pectation, this great deliverance from death 
ves you a very, proper opportunity of let- 
ung them know what different views of eter= 
767 ; | nity, * 


WWW 


F bd 
7 * 


2 FAMILIAR DIALOGURS. 


nity, the proſpect of its near approach had 
preſented to your mind; and the ſenſe you 
now have of the value and importance of that 
time you have laviſh'd away, with the reſo- 
lution you have made, in dependance on that 
5 which hath thus open'd your eyes to 
ee both your duty and intexeft, to improve 
the little remaining time of life in a better 
manner than you have done what is paſt. 

Dor. This was very good advice, but my 
difficulty, I muſt own would have been to 
have got courage to comply with it; I have 
great reaſon to confeſs a great deficiency in 
this reſpect, thro” a falſe ſhame, which keeps 
my mouth often clos'd, when I am ſenſible 
It ought, nay ſincerely defirous it ſhould be 
open'd, to put in a word to bear my teſtimo- 
ny againſt what is wrong, and in favour of 


religion. MO | | 

Lu. I doubt not I ſhould have been as 
much at a loſs in this reſpect, had not the late 
views I had of the eternal world ſtill left fo 
deep an impreſſion, as in a great meaſure car- 
ried, me above all other conſiderations ; and 
ſeem'd to inſpire in me a reſolution and firm- 
neſs of mind, with a freedom and openneſs of 
temper, to which I was before an utter ſtran- 
ger. Whilſt my mamma and I were in this 
diſcourſe, one came up to tell me two of theſe 
ladies were come. On which my mamma 
ſaid, now, my dear, is the time for you to 
make a trial of the advice J have given yon 
and I pray God fo to open your lips, that 
your mouth may ſhew forth his praiſe. | Re- 
Da member 


member David, who put up this prayer, and 


God, and will not be aſhamed even before 
kings. And who knows what an effect it 


let pity and compaſſion for theſe thoughtleſs 


road to ruin, fill your breaſt, and inſpire a 
proper tenderneſs into your diſcourſe. I 
thank'd her for theſe rfiruMtiods, and ſhe 
left me and ſent them up. That ſhort inter- 
val I employed in lifting up my heart to God 
for his aſſiſtance. When they enter'd the 


pleaſure at my being able to do. I replied, I 
have the greateſt reaſon to be thankful that I 
am thus far recover'd. Ves, ſaid Florella, did 
I not always tell you, you would not die; but 


that made you worſe than you would have 
been. Well, come, ſays Cleanthe, don't let's 
bring any of thoſe dull thoughts into her 
mind again ; the danger 1s over now, and 


amongſt us very ſoon. You muſt mend as 
faſt as you can, to get out of this moping 
place, I thank'd them for their kindneſs in 
coming to ſee me, which muſt be but a very 
ulagreeable employment to them. As to my 
danger, I ſaid, I beliey'd that was viſible to 
al around me, as well as to myſelf ; and 
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reſolves he will ſpeak of the teſtimonies of 


may have upon ſome of them; and therefore 


creatures, that are running on in the broad 
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oom I met them, which they expreſs'd much 
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I verily believe you fancy'd you ſhould, and 


ub look fine and well, Lucinda; 1 
hope we ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 


tere fore the fears J had entertain'd were but 
eo well grounded, as I was very ſenſible 1 
een, 
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was far from being prepar'd for another 
world. But pray, my dear, ſaid Florella, 
don't put on ſuch a gloomy countenance, nor 
ſpeak ſo mournfully about it, now you fe 
you are not going. God only knows re- 
plied I, how much longer I have to continue 
here. He has, bleſſed be his name, given me 
ſome time and fpace for repentance, and pre- 
paration; I wiſh I may be enabled to improve 
it as ] ought. I beg of you, Lucinda, ſaid MW! 
Florella, let's have no more of theſe melan- WM? 
choly fancies, now you are well enough to 
enjoy yourſelf and friends; good now, don't if © 
talk of repentance and preparation for ano- 
ther world. You fee 2 are returning to 
this again, and if you were not, I know no- 
thing you have done to repent of; but ] ſup- 
poſe your pious mamma has been continually 
preaching to you, as you know ſhe uſed to do 
when you were well; and you, affrighted 
with your illneſs, and incapable of your uſu- 
aal diyerfions, have given ſuch ear to her as 
has fill'd your head with theſe diſmal whims. 
It is nothing elſe, depend upon it, my dear, 
ſaid Cleanthe ; for I remember, when I was 
fick once, my grandmamma uſed to give me 
ſuch lectures, and JI was ſo fooliſh as to mind 
them. Nay, after I was pretty well, 1hq 
telling me that God had-given me my life 
that I might improve it in preparing//for' 
better, I very orderly follow'd her advice, af 
ſpent a great deal of my time in reading anc 
Fe and was as ſtrict as a nun; but Whe 
got again among my old affociates, they oy 
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hanter'd me out of my preciſeneſs; and we 
ſhall, I doubt not, quickly get you into ano- 
ther temper. 

Dor. Theſe are perſons chat em to glory 
in their ſhame indeed. I think but few run 
ſuch lengths of open profaneneſs and con- 
tempt of all religion; I could not have had 
patience to have "heard them out. 

Lu. Perhaps not, eſpecially with thoſe 

rofanations of the ſacred name of God with 
which almoſt every ſentence was intermix'd; 
but you are to confider, theſe were what had 
been my choſen companions, here was no al- 
tration for the worſe in them, and therefore 
what I had to do, was to bear that as an af- 
fiction which had been my delight, till I 
could in an inoffenfive way get free, or be 
the dang” means of altering them. | 

Lou argue very right: Pray what 
— could you make to what they ſaid? 

Lu. I told them that I could anſwer every 
part of their diſcourſe 53 but as ſuch conver- 
ation was, I knew, difagreeable to them, I 


my preſent views of things might be laſting, 
and my reſolutions too firmly fixed for any 
temptations. to remove. That I was ver 

ſenſible it was but too common for fick-bed 
mpreflions to wear off as Cleanthe's had done, 
and that then they generally left the mind 
more harden'd; but J hoped this would not 
be my caſe. T hat as to calling them melan- 


ly whims, J could affure them they were 


s Wrely miſtaken, the bitter reflexions I had 
made 
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ſhould only tell them, that I hoped and pray'd * 
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continued to follow that good advice you 


can ſtay no longer. Nor I neither, (a4 
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made on my miſ-ſpent time, were founded 


on the higheſt reaſon? and the hopes I now 
had that God had pardon'd me and received 


me to favour, that he would own me as his 


child now, and beſtow on me a never-ending 
happineſs hereafter, had given me a pleaſure 
far ſuperior to all Jever felt in the gayeſt de. 
lights of ſenſe. Upon my word, ſaid Florella, 
you will make me quite ſick; I muſt leave 

ou, if you will go on with this cant. And 

too, ſaps Cleanthe, for I am afraid this di- 
{temper of your's is catching ; I feel ſuch 


- qualms that I dare not ftay. I beſeech you, 
dear ladies, ſaid I, whatever you think of me, 


don't make ſo free with religion itſelf, par- 
ticularly you, Cleanthe, who have known what 
ſerious impreſſions are; remember there will 
come a time when you will with you had 


now deride; and, Oh that you might both 
ſee your true intereſt before it be too late ! And 
ſo you would very kindly wiſh .us like you, 
would you? ſaid Florella ; we are extremely 
obliged to you. I told them they could not 
certainly blame me for my deſires after their 
true and laſting happineis ; and that as we 
know we can't live here always, and know 
not how ſoon we may be called hence, I wiſh'ay 
no worſe for them than I did for my own ſou), 
which is, that it may be entitled to a better 
life in heaven when it leaves this world. 
Well, faid Florella, I hope your fermon 18 
done ; I thought we muſt hear it out, but 


8 Cleanth! 
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Clanthe, I told them tea was coming, and I 
would promiſe to talk no more in this way; 
nas all in vain, keep them I could not. 
Away they went, and I have not ſeen one of 
the ſet ſince. For theſe making their report 
to the others, they inftead of coming, have 
joined to teaze me with letters, which I am 
till anſwering. | 1 

Dor. Well, I think you have got rid of 


them purely; and I ſuppoſe your anſwers 


won't induce them to converſe long this 


I way. 


SF * 
Lu. J ſuppoſe not, for they all ſeem but 
the more fully bent to do evil, except Clæan- 
tie, who is at preſent under ſome returning 
convictions ; and I had a letter from her to- 


Gay that pleaſed me much, ſhe ſeems to want 


to come to town chiefly to talk with me, 

Dor. Happy will you be, if God makes 

you the inſtrument of good to her, 2 
Lu. Twill be an honour indeed, if I may 

do any thing to glorify that God I have o 


1 * 7 
long diſnonor'd. 
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Between Dorinda and Sophia, an account of a 
 diſagreeable ait. 


K FELCOME, my dear Sophia, 1 
am rejoiccd to ſee you again at 
as My hen, 8 
Soph, You might be ſure I would gladly 
embrace the firſt opportunity, to thank you 
for that pleaſure, your friendly epiſtles have 
given me in this melancholy time of conſine- 
ment ; particularly the laſt, with the remain- 
ing account of Lucinda, which has yielded me 
great delight, and excited my longing deſire 
to be more intimately acquainted with her. 
But pray how went you through your yeſter- 
day's fatigue you mentioned; I heartily 
pitied you, and ſhall be glad to hear you are 
like to get off from ſo diſagreeable an ac- 
quaintance in a civil way. 
Dor. I hope I am in a fair way for it. 1 
believe my gueſts were not much pleaſed with 
the entertainment I gave them; and that at 
leaſt we ſhall keep from an intimacy to 
which they have ſeem'd much forwarder than 
they now appear to be, It was indeed a very 
| | rie: 


Dor. 
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tireſome - afternoon. Cenforia, Gaudia, and 
Hanghtitia all came; but which you may he 
fare I was not very ſorry for, Simplicia was 
prevented. | 

gib. That was ſome comfort, as by that 
cans you might poſſibly have a ſmall ſhare 
in the convertation, which in her company 
| hear is hard to gain. | ME © 

Dor. She does indeed, verify the ſaying of 
the wiſe man, that a fool 1s known by the 
multitude of words; for as he elſewhere ex- 
prefleth it, her mouth poureth out fooliſh- 
nels; but how tireſome ſoever it be to hear 
ber, I often think her more an object of pity 
than anger; as to be ſure her natural parts 
re very weak, ſhe ſeems to have juſt ſenſe 
enough, with the help of a good memory, to 
render herſelf very impertinent in company. 
But when I ſurvey the malice and ill- nature 
of Cenſaria, the vanity and emptineſs of Gan- 
da, and the ſcornful pride of Haughtitia, it 
niſes juſtly my indignation ; and 1 own my 
patience is put to the utmoſt ſtretch to hehave 
with any decency towards them. They 
found me reading, which Gaudia took notice 
0, and ſaid ſhe had heard I was a great rea- 
der; but for her part, ſhe had not a taſte. 
polite enough for that fort of entertainment, 
lor had ſhe time for it, having a large ac- 
quintance, drefling, viſiting, and receiving 
fits eagroſs'd roms of her's. Haughtitia 
wed, that is not my caſe z I can find more 
ine tor reading than I can books to read, 
am as curious in them as I am in my 


D 3 ac- 


ſonable creature and a chriſtian, and accord 
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acquaintance, and one may ſee twenty be- 
fore one meets with any that are worth read- 
ing, either for the ſubject, ſenſe, or ſty le, tho 
I believe I have got as good a collection as 
moſt. On this Cenſoria, who had taken up 
the book, ſaid, this is a curious ſubject, I' 
aſſure you, The Government of the Paſſions! 
I ſuppoſe, Dorinda, you are going to turn 
Philoſopher. I replied, ſo much Philoſophy 
as to enable me to comply with the rules 
there laid down, I muſt own I long'd to be 
miſtreſs of, tho? I fear'd attaining it. She, 
after having look'd a little into it, threw it 
down on the table, ſaying ſhe would leave 
me to the ſtudy of it, for ſhe ſaw nothing in 
it that. ſhe underſtood. And immedliately 
aſked me if I had not heard of the whimſical 
turn Lucinda had taken, whereby ſhe had loft 
as fine a ſet of acquaintance, as any gurl o 
her age and fortune ever had. 

Soph. A fine ſet indeed! and a great loſs 
ſhe had ſuſtained ! What could you reply! 
I ſuppoſe you did not fail to ſay ſomewhat in 
her vindication. | 

Dor. I ſaid, I know very well that Lucinda 
has, ſince her late illneſs, much loſt her reli 
for thoſe gay amuſements, which before 
ingroſs'd too much her thoughts and time 
and that ſhe judg'd it both her duty and in 
tereſt, to act for the future more like a rea 


ingly devotes part of that time ſhe was won 
to ſquander away in mere vanity, to the pe 
culiar exerciſes of religion; whilſt the 2 I 
| pen 
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ſpent, if not in ſo gay, yet in far more ratio- 
nal employ ments. I ſaw they had ſcarce pa- 


tience to hear me out ; looking at each other 


as in a ſurprize: when Haugbtitia, with a 


ſcornful ſmile, turning to Cenſoria, faid, 1 


think Dorinda has given us a full prgof, that 
ſhe is herſelf a good proficient in that part 
of philoſophy ſhe is ſtudying; for fince ſhe © 
has arrived ſo far as to be able thus gravely = 

to juſtify Lucinda in her retreat from the 


world, and all the diverfions proper for one 


of her age, no doubt but ſhe herſelf will ſoon 
retire too. No, I hope not, faid Gaudia; for 
{ ſhould i be very ſorry to have the pretty, 
genteel Dorinda, turn a recluſe with Lucinda. 
So indeed ſhould I anſwered Cenſoris; as for 


Lucinda, I don't know any great damage that 


is done by it; for J heard one of her inti- 
mates ſay ſhe was as well loſt as found, it 

being always work enough for them to keep 
her tolerably eaſy in her way of life: but I 


take Dorinda to have a far better taſte; And 


I too, ſaid Haughtitia; or elſe I allure you, 
I'd not enter this door. 

Soph, Well, on my word, they play'd cun- 
ning, now, beſetting you with flattery. 

Dor. They did ſo; but as it was pretty 
viſible, it had no effect. For I replied, in- 
deed ladies I pretend not to lay claim to thoſe 
qualifications you have been ſeverally pleaſed 
to confer on me; but I muſt beg your par- 
dons if I once again attempt to ſet you right 


in your notions of Lucinda. She is far from 
attempting to retire from the world, You, 


very 
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very well know, notwithſtanding their birth 

and fortunes, which render them confiderable 
in the eyes of the world, thoſe Lucinda has 

been ſo intimate with, have had a much looſer 
education than ſhe, or any of us have had. 
You cannot he inſenſible, that they take great 
liberties in their ſpeech, profaning the name 
of God; and in their actions in divers re- 
ſpe&s, too notorious to be hid; ; and there. 
fore, when Lucinda was brought to ſerious re- 
flection, is it any wonder ſhe no longer de- 
lighted in ſuch ſociety ? nor is it any thing 
more ſtrange, that they have not only for- 
ſaken but derided her for it. But that ſhe is 
therefore grown unſociable, 1s far from bein 
the caſe, Had you been here yeſterday, f 
believe you would have diſcerned no altera- 
tion in her, except having heard of it, you had 
watch'd her the more narrowly, as I find you 
have now done me, on my ſpeaking in her 
favour. This ſpeech filenc'd them all. And 
opportunely tea came in as they were all at 
a full ſtand. 

Soph. I think you ſtood it out courageouF 
ly ; for three againſt one is hard. But go 
on. a 

Dor. I ſhall give you no farther particu- 
lars of our converſation, as at tea and after, a 
variety of ſubjects came upon the ſtage ; only 
obſerve to you, that poor Gaudia quite tired 
me with an account of dreſs and faſhions, 
which the others animadverted upon; Haugb- 
titia in her ſcornful, and G. in her de- 
tracting way. | 

: Soph, 


Soph. 1 think Cenſoria was the worſt to bear 
with; for as bad as vanity and pride are, ill 


miſchievous to Society. | 


ever I lik'd it, J paſs'd over in filence Gaudla's 
deſcription of the dreſs of ſuch and ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhe nam'd, and likewiſe ſome lofty 
expreſſions of Haughtitia concerning thoſe ſhe 
thought beneath her. But the remarks Cen- 
ria made, I could not hear and fit mute; 
for as ſhe could let no one paſs without ſome 
fpiteful reflection, either on their dreſs, per- 
ſon or character, as J happened to know 
ſome what of them, I would not ſuffer one to 
be diſmiſt till J had put in a word by way of 
commendation as we went along. 
ſaw Cenſoria took, and could perceive it ſtun 
her to the quick. And now, Sophia, by this 
account you may judge how _ we ſeem 
to wear off an acquaintance, which I began 
only to oblige my pappa ; and which there- 
fore I ſhould rejoice if they would drop on 
their fide, And that it may be ſo, as I have 
made this beginning, I ſhall. not fail in the 
returns I make to the viſit, to carry on, if 
poſible, to a greater length my freedom with 
hem; which I hope will prevent my having 
any more of that work. | : 

Spb. But perhaps if you come to talk more 
Yamly to them, you may be a means of con- 
Incing them of their faults, and that will 
& far better than breaking off. 
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nature and detraction appear to me the moſt 


Dor. It is ſo: and therefore hayp little ſo- 
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Dor. I think there is no likelihood of it, 


theſe having each a darling paſſion indulged 


to ſo great a degree; and no ſign of any re- 
gard to religion, as you may perceive by 
n of Lucinda. 

Seph. This makes the caſe indeed much 
more doubtful, for a ſenſe of duty will ex- 


cite to far more vigorous attempts to ſubdue. 


any ungovern'd paſſion, than any other con- 
fideration. But your diſcourſe may bring 
them to ſome reflexions which may have a 


happy effect. And particularly poor Gaudia, 
who, by what I have heard, has every quali- 


fication that would render her an agreeable 


companion, were ſhe not ſo wholly engroſſed 


by mere vanity. Could ſhe be brought once 
ſeriouſly to confider how mean and low thoſe 
ſubjeQts are that take up her time and thoughts 
compar'd with thoſe nobler objects that de- 


mand her attention; what mere trifles faſh- 


10n and dreſs are, to draw the chief re- 
cards of a rational creature, deſign'd for a 
never-ending ſtate ; I can't think but it would 


have ſome influence on her conduct. 


Dor. You are ſo far right, that there ſeems 
moſt hopes of her; ſhe 1s to be ſure very 


affable in her behaviour, and good-humoured 


in all her diſcourſe; and I believe her being 
left ſo young by her mamma, has been 5 
great diſadvantage to her; for as her pappa! 
very rich, has no other child, and is extreme 


ly fond of her, he never thinks any thing 


too coſtly for her. And thus being from bet 
infancy indulged in following every neh 


faſhio 1 
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FRIENDSHIP in AFFLICTION. 
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faſhion, it ſeems to be grown into a habit; 
and the contrivance for dreſs, appears to her 
the moſt important affair that can come be- 
fore her. | | O93 Er 

Spb. What is Mr. —? I tÞught he 
was a ſober man; has he taken no pains to 
firniſh her mind? ä 

Dor. He 1s, I believe a very religious per- 
ſon, and has not been wanting according to 
his opportunities; but he is little at home, 
and I fear ſhe is fallen into the hands of ſuch 
as have been an obſtruction to her improve- 
ment 1n true wiſdom. x, 

$1þh, Well, theſe are all fo many motives 
to excite your ſerious attempt; and who 
cnows how far God may ſucceed it? how- 
wer, you will and ſatisfaction herein. 
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DIALOGUE v. 


Between Emilia and Orinda. - 
Em. W ELCO ME, my dear Orinaa ; 
this day of your return I have © 
fith no ſmall impatience waited for. | 
Orin. *Tis with pleaſare I ſee my Emilia 
gan ; I hope you are all well. 
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Emil. We are now, I bleſs God; but my. 
dear mamma has been fo ill, I was lens 
ſhould have r 1 

Orin. Pray how are all my old acquaint 
ances j paſſticularly dear Silvia? 7 
Emil. She was pretty well yeſterday; and, 
in general, I believe they are all fo; - 
Orin. Pray what is the matter then? for 
1 perceive you ſpeak faintly. | 

Emil. Have you not heard that, Siva 
poppa is dead ? 

Orin. Not a word of it | I aſked my ſiſter 
tow all my friends did, and J remember ſhe 
look'd at my mamma, who replied for her, 
they are all pretty well. I ſuppoſe the was 
loth I ſhould know till I had dined; for. as 
Falways took her for a very dutiful child, it 
muſt to be ſure be a great affliction; but I 
hope the will wear it off in a little time, as 
the could have (I think)" ns very tender af- 
fection for a father that ſhow'd ſo little regard 
for her. But pray. how has he. acted. at laſt 
J hope he has not, diſcovered his partiality in 
his will, but has at leaſt left them equal. 

Emil. Ves, he has left them equal indeed; 
| Life that is, Orinda !. the moſt ſhocking part 

of the ſtory. This equality amounts to no- 
thipg but their cloaths. 
I EE Is it poſſible ? You ww ſo arp 
ms, J can ſcarce believe my ears I yſanlier 
Rad! and left nothing _y his a 


e Suvia l 


Emil. * Tis but too certyinr a Feel . 


have never been one — from her; ſo a I 
ave 
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here been the melancholy eye andear witnets 
of all ſne has gone through; = e 

Orin. And is ſhe not quite overwhelmed ? | 
am fure my blood runs cok! with thinking 
of her. | 3 | | 

Emil. She was greatly diſtreſſ'd all the 

time Lyſandey lay, which was about a week. 
Orin, Pray what did he die of? | 
Emil. His Horſe threw him, and broke 
his leg, which was attended with a violent 
ſever, — 
Orin. Was he ſenſible any of the time? 

Emil. He had intervals, in which he ſeem'd 
to be under great concern. © . 
Oriu. Did he continue his partiality to the 
Bute | „ 2 
Emil. Tt rather appeared to be turned the” 
other way; for Silvia, who ſoon apprehended 
his danger, diſcovered the deepeſt concern 
for him, and was very aſſiduous in her at- 
tendance on him; and he expreſſed, when 
ſenſible, the moſt tender affection for her. 
As for Flora, ſhe, imagining no danger, lo- 
ed on a fick chamber as too great a confine- 
ment, and fo indulgent a parent's company * 
vas no longer agreeable, when he could net- 
ther procure for her, nor accompany her in 
any party of pleaſure ; ſo that was ge- Þ# 
nerally below, amuſing herſelf with one trifle 
or another, 5. 

Orin. A very different deportment indeed, 
but, what might be expected from their wide 
ly different characters. And yet I wonder 
that Flora, whom I 8 be good-natur'd, - 
| tho 
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tho' giddy, ſhould ſhow no concern on ſyeh 
an occaſion. „ 
Emil. When ſhe found there was no hope, 
ſhe took on at a ſad rate; and when he was 
dead, ſhe for a time appear'd ſo too; but 
there would have been no fear of her ſinking | 
under her grief, had ſhe not ſoon underſtood 
that ſhe had with her father loft her all. On 
this account ſhe is indeed as yet inconſolable, 
and we are afraid of the event; ſo that not- 
withſtanding my {uperior affection: for Silvia, 
I have not been able to refuſe her the largeſt 
ſhare in my pity. | „ 
Or in. She is to be pitied to be ſure, but 
can't be of your mind, for you know we fay 
charity begins at home; and fure then, tho 
we ought to compaſhonate others, our. pity 
muſt work the ſtrongeſt towards our deareſt 
friends, and their griefs touch us-more ſenſi- 
bly.. F e 08 
Emil. Tis very true, we muſt needs find 
_ ourſelves the deepeſt ſharers in their diſtrels, 
only mean, that I think. Zlora's cafe on ma- 
ny accounts far the moſt pitiable.  Sioic's 
behaviour, through the whole of this trying 
time, has becn ſuch as hath ſeemed to raile 
the paſſions of wonder and eftecm,” rather 
than pity. And I hope I ſhall: ever have 
cauſe to bleſs God, that his providence call'd 


me not only to viſit but almoſt to live in that 
| houſe of mourning. For the guardian Ly+ 
ſander has left, who is Evander, knowing Our 
intimacy, begg*d I would bewith Silvia as much : 
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x 1 could, which my mamma was very wit- 
fag 1 honld” . 
Orin, IL well Ki Sion had! 1 oh ago rec 
nounced this world as her portion, ancꝭ placed 
her ſupreme happineſs in things far ſuperior 
to what this whole globe can furniſh out. 
But yet to be left fatherleſs, to be ſtript of all 
t once, and fo very unexpectedly, appears a 
ſhock too great tor the ſtrongeſt mind to hear 
up under Wich any degree of calmneſs, with - 
out ex ctraordinary ſupport. | | 

Emil, Yet thus has the power of a 
grace diſplay'd its efficacy on her young and 
tender mind. She mourn'd her-parent in f. 
manner becoming a dutiful and affectionate 
child, that had Jearn'd and labour'd to prac- 
wife the duty of reſignation. Indeed when 
ſhe carried her thoughts heyond the rave, 
it would ſometimes almoſt thock her render 
frame, Vet here the ſtrives to let in all the 
glimmerings of light that appear, by reflect- 
ing on the pleaſure with which he heard her 
read to him in ſome intervals of reaſon, 
tanking her for it, and telling her, he hoped 
that Got whom the ſerved would be her 
conſtant father and friend, and take care of 
ber though he had not. Then with the ut- 
moſt earneſtneſs he begged of God to pardon 
his fins, and with that petition in his mouth 
expir'd. And for my part 1 have thought It 


myduty to encourage theſe hopes in her, as 
us not for us to ſay what God may do at 


laſt, in a way: of forereign grace. 
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Orin, I am of your mind herein; for tho 
the caſe of a ſick-bed repentance ſeems too 
dubious to. encourage 2 to truſt to it, I 
think for ſurviving rien s to hope the beſt 
is erring however o on the charitable fide, and 
18 certainly moſt for their comfort. But pray 
how long had he been dead before the finiſh- 
ing part of the tragedy was preſented? 

Emil. But two days. Evander finding 
immediately by the ſteward there would be 
nothing for them, refolved not to adminiſter, 
and was obliged to inform them, on account 
of the preparations they were to make for 
their mourning, and the manner in which 
he was to be buried, 

Orind. his was affliction on n aflidtion in- 
deed ! 1 ſuppoſe you were not witneſs of the 
reception ſhe firſt gave „ 

Emil. Yes, I was: Evander did it with 3 
great deal of prudence and tenderneſs, at firſt 
only telling them he found it was proper to 

make a very private funeral, Zy/ander's cir- 
cumſtances being not what was imagined, 

hich he was very ſorry for on their account, 
What ! ſaid Flora haſtily, had not my pappa 
five thouſand pounds in ſtocks, - beſides his 
eſtates? He always told me 1 ſhould have 
my ſhare in every thing, and what, he had 
there beſides. At which Evander thakinglf 
his head, Silvia ſaid, Sir, I plainly ſee my 
faſter is greatly dilappointed; for my part, 
I have thought ſome time that my poor pap- 


pas expences muſt be beyond his 1 AY 
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therefore ſhan't be ſurpriz'd to hear that ws 


have nothing to traſt to bur the eſtates; nay, 
nor ſhall I much wonder if they are not clear. 


Then Silvia replied he, I hope you will the 
better bear to hear that the one is ſold, and 


the other—— Here he ſtopt. What ! ſays | 


ſhe, is mortgag'd I ſuppoſe ? He not preſent- 


ly anſwering, ſhe ſaid, I believe I too well A 
ſorebode all is gone! Oh! faid Evander, © © 


can you, Silvia, thus unmov'd, entertain ſuch 
a ſulpicion? Can you quit your worldly all, 


[ hope I can, ſaid ſhe, divine grace affiting 3 


me; for I truſt I have a better inheritance, 
of which I can never be depriv'd. Evauder 
was going to rep y, when he was call'd out. 
As for Hora, twas with difficulty we made 


her believe Evander was in earneſt; and when 
| ſhe did ſhe fell into the utmoſt diſtreſs, in 
which ſhe ſtill continues. But they will be 


wondering why I am not there; I'll go and 


give Silvia the pleaſing news of your arrival. 


Won't you ſtep to- night? 


3 poſſibly. P ary tell her how 1 


* 


deeply I ſy mpathize with her, and how aneh 


1 long to ſee her. 


: » 
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The ſame continued. 
"Pe OR1NDA and AMASIA. 


+Orln, I Am heartily glad to ſee wy dear 
Amaſia again. 

Ama. By mere accident l Beard you were 
come, and 1 think may ſay it was for the 
irſt time that the paſſion of joy has been 
raiſed in my breaſt this month paſt. | 
7 Orin. You ſurprize me! I have enquired 
after you fince I came home, and I was in- 

E form'd you are all well. 
Amoſ. Yes, I bleſs God, we are alt in "Ry 
| health except my pappa, and he is much as 
when you went; but you have, ! doubt not, 
heard of the unhappy change made 1n the 
Condition of one in our little knot of inti- 
mates. Tis this that has fo oppreſs'd me, 
aud perhaps more than any other of her 
5 friends on one account. 
| Orin. If, as I ſuppoſe, you refer to poor 
Y Sitvia $ affliction; Emilia gave me the melan- 
cCholy account yeſterday, ſoon after I came, 


and J am fure I nerve ä wm 
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her, as I believe do all her friends: but we 
ought not, Ama/ia, to ſuffer either our own 
Mi&ions, or thoſe of our deareſt aflociates, 
to fink ſo degp into our breaſts, as to baniſh 
all joyful and pleafing ſenfations, fince we, 
and they, even at the loweſt ebb of outward 
comfort, have yet ſtreams enough to feed our 
ratitude | and joy, What your particular A 
cauſe of grief may be on her account Jam a 
ſtranger to. 3 
Amaſ. To tell you freely, my own es -3j 
bodings preſage, that I am likely ſoon to be 
a ſecond inſtance of the ſame kind.- - — 
Drin. To be ſure, Anaſia, ſuch. a provi- 
dence calls loud to us her friends to conſider 
the uncertainty of all earthly enjoyments, 
and ought to be a leſſon to teach us the vanity 
of railing our expectations from any preſent 
proſpects. Vet to fill our breaſts with dif- 
trefling fears, leſt we ſhare a like cataſtrophe, | 
| think will be a great evil, eſpeclally in us 1 
who are eye- witneſſes of that heroic and truly | 
chriſtian manner in which S:/v1a bears up J 
under her's; we ought rather to hope, that 
ſhould we be called to the ſame trial, we may 
be favour'd with like ſupports. However: 
you know our bleſſed Lord has ſaid, ſufficient - I 
to the day is the evil thereof ; ba”, the 9 2 
he has kindly as well as moſt wiſely, m nade ijt 
our duty not to take any anxious they | 
about futuritxy. : 
Amaſ. I b ieve [ have far more e ground a. 
my fears than you imagine, tho' I wil own. 
1 may exceed in the degrees of chem. 


— 2 
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3X moſt expenſive diverſions, as Chloe was with 
Hora; and tho' I never mentioned it Pres 
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far more exalted nature; and in which I am 


gladly fall in with all his ſchemes for plea- 


i 
* 


and fay, Come, my dear, we'll go ſpend the 


Amander bore a good character. I know 1 
have indeed heard my pappa ſay he thought 


| his example ſo far as to waſte his ſubſtance, 


* _— 
£ . 9 4 


You know, I don't doubt, that my Pappa 
was a great companion of  Lyſander's, in his 


to any but Silvia, who could not be kept ig 
norant of the diſtinction that was made at 
our houſe, this was the ground of it. For 
as my dear mamma, by the bleſſing of God, 
has been ſucceſsful in ſome meaſure, in her 
attempts to raiſe my thoughts above the 
'vanities of childhood and youth to things of a 


infinitely more concern'd ; my pappa ſoon 
brought Chloe to deſpiſe her inſtruction, and 


ſure. Often will he take her by the hand 


evening at ſuch a place at cards, or go to fuch 
an entertainment, and leave your pious mam- 


ma and Amaſia to their devotions. 
Orin. 1 am aftoniſh'd! I always thought 


*twas pity he was ſo much with Lyſander.” 
Amaſ. I believe he never was guilty of 
Tyſander s: exceſſes, but has to be ſure follow- 


zimpair his health, and take him entirely off 
from thoſe purſuits which are moſt worthy 
4 the man, and much more of the chriſtian. 
oak the grief this is to my mamma, as well 

ſelf, you, who are a ſtranger to this 
kind d of 


rouble, can 2 but faintly gueſs. 5 
Orin. 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 4s © 
Orin, I am ſorry to hear this indeed ! but i 
would not have you diſtreſs yourſelf with fears 
of what may never happen, but ſtill repoſe 
your truſt in that God whom you have cho» | 
{en for your portion, firmly believing he will |, 
be your ſtay and ſuccour in every day of difſ- 
tres. Can you think of Silvia, and fear? 
Amaſ. But alas! I am not likely to go 
through ſuch ſcenes with her calmneſs and» 
refignation ! „„ 
Orin, What ſhould hinder? We never 
took Silvia to he one of the ſtouteſt courage; 
and I well know ſhe' Il not be offended at m 
ſaying, 'tis a ſtrength ſuperior to her own. 
that has borne her up; and conſolations no 
leſs than divine that have ſoe refreſh'd' her 
ſpirits, as to cauſe her to fit more calm and 
chearful in the midſt of this dreadful wreck, 
than ſpectators can be, who only view the: 
ſtorm at a diſtance. And have not you ank 
| my dear Anaſia, the ſame all-powerful and 
gracious arm for our ſupport, and the ſame Þ 
ſtreams of divine conſolations to repair to, 
ſhould our time of trial come; and we have 
each of us a tender and pious mamma, which 
poor Silvia has not. . .".;, _— 
Anaſ. This is all very true. I muſt with 
ſhame, own my diſtruſtful imagination hu 
ries me on too faſt, to conſider theſe things |} 
in a proper light. We ſhould not be left "ts 
the wide world like Shi], were our pappas | 
dead, and all we had gone. TE 
Orin. But were wc {tript of our all below,, 
whilſt we can look up to God as our F ather, 
| we 


1 
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de ſhould not eſteem ourſelves deſtitute; 
his -penetrating eye can find a way for our 
ſuccour; and his kind and Pee provi- 
- © dence, by moſt unthought of means, provide 
for us, And (though this is as yet kept pri- 
vate) I affure you I have the pleaſure of 
| ſeeing the ſteps that are taking in SIpia's 
favour. TL WAS, | 
Amaſ. It ſhall be as ſecret as if only in 
your own breaſt, Pray let me hear the par- 
ticulars. | 5 5 


Orind. I ſtept laſt night to ſee her. She 
met me at the parlour-door, with a ſerene | 
”  countenanee ; but our firſt ſalutation was too 
moving not to bring ſome tears into her eyes, 
às it did floods into mine. When ſhe ſaw 
me too full to ſpeak, fhe recover'd herſelf 
and thus addreſs'd me. My dear Orinda, you 
E Yee here your poor Silvia, an orphan, and 
- -Mript_ of all that could recommend her to 
the eye of the world or pretended friends; 
phut 1 perſwade myſelf I ſhall ſtill poſſeſs the 
E ſame Mare in your affection; as I hope my 
mind has ſuſtain'd no damage, nay rather 
that ſome of the ſoil and duſt it had contract- 
cell is bruſh'd off by theſe heavy and repeated | 
ſtrokes. And as it was my temper and views 
of things, you always ſald you loved your 
| Silvia for, I doubt not but you will new 
ew the ſincerity of your profeſſions! After 
giving her the warmeſt aſſurances of my re- 
5 Fan I could find words to expreſs, I told her 


queſtioned not but that God, to whom ſhe 
in fo remarkable a manner ſubmitted, won = 


— 
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ſome way make base his arm Yor her Nele, 
dhe replied, doubt it not; and as to what 74 
way it hall be, am not at all ſolicitous; 
there being no ſtation. or employment 1 in life 
too mean for me to ſtoop to, with ſome com- 
poſure, if providence lead me into it: 'tis 
ny heavenly Father who hath for fo many 
years, Exalted me beyond great numbers 
round about me, that hath ſeen meet now to 
caſt me down, ad lay me level with the 
loweſt ; and ſure I ought to ſubſcribe to his 
wiſdom and goodnets herein, as well as his 
power, though I may not ſce the reaſons of 
this procedure. 

Amaſ. But what, will her uncle Sir We 
take no care of them? I know he 18 yery — 
Mutt... 4. 


| 


Orin, I mentioned him to her; to which bw 
the replied, Evander was ſo kind as to go over 


s ſoon as he knew how affairs were; but hee 
only gave him the hearing, ſhewing no con- 
cern either for his brother's death, or far the 
poor orphans. So that, ſaid the, Jſee no- 
thing likely to be my lot but ſervitude, Which : 
| hope I ſhall cheartully ſubmit to, if it may : i 
but pleaſe God to appoint my ftation ing 1 ; 
ſober family. This is at preſent my g greateſt 
care for myſelf. I replied, | hoped” a 
Providence would: appear for her in a \ 
more ſuitable - to her birth and educath Yn. 
the thank'd me for my good wiſhes, and We 
parted; I returning with a heavy heart. 5 | 
Amaſ. I thought \ you were e tell we 


ſome what agreeable, but this is ill all ac. Be 
| | On. 


oh 2 


7 


ö 


came home, 1 with many tears related this 

converſation to my pappa and mamma, who 
| A * 

were not much leſs affected than I; but my 
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Orin. No, not all ſad; I think her de. 


3 who ſee or hear of it. 


_ Preſent circumſtances. 


do not thus diſtreſs yourſelf ; for I am firmly 


dim. | 


wich him. How did he ſucceed ? | 
= Ori. He pleaded their cauſe very hard; 
but Sir Jeb! ſaid, As for Silvia, ſhe was too 


- afraid ſhe would put ſome of her religious 
chem as preciſe as herſelf ; and for Flora, his 


. for him to have any thing to do with her; ſo | 
that they muſt e'en do as they could. My 


= 1omewhat for their preſent ſupply, ull ſome 1 
way could be thought of. On this he ſaid, 
urge me no farther on Silvia's behalf; int 
mall never have a farthing from me; ſhe is old 


doubt not but you'll ſoon hear better news 
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portment is matter of great joy to her friends, 
Ama. That's true; but I mean as to her 


Orin, | was going to tell you, that when [ 


Pappa ſaid, Come, my dear, chear up, and 


perſwaded ſuch ſhining merit as Silvia's will | 
not go wholly unrewarded in this world; I 
than that ſhe is become a common ſervant: 


I'll go to morrow morning to Sir John, and 
it he has not a heart of rock I hope to melt 


Amaſ. This was very kind; and I believe 
your pappa could do as much as any body 


godly to come into his houſe ; he ſhould be 


notions into his childrens heads, and make 


brother had brought her up too extravagant 


pappa then pleaded, that he would at leaſt do 


alf; the! | 


enough 


PA 
*s- 


; 


— 


7 
"Sg d00e 


$*0 Tony 
. * 
\ 


LETS 
EE 
5% „ 


3 
” * * 
3 
— 
— 


12 
IK 
* 


11 

ol 4 — 
\ 7 * A 
RE 


U 


*% 


5 
4 LL | 4 | N f : n 8 = 1 


* * . 
Þ: / 


N Ro 
\ \ 
N 
A. þ | 
22 * > 


ec 


2 * EF - or” _ * 8 
** N SLE (EI 88 " 
T1 i 
4 1 8 S K 
A . n * ”— e 
* 8 ad, 
EE 


PF AMIUTAR' DIALOGUES. 855 ; 


© 
7 


1 I [enough to go out, and Ferries is the fitteſt , 
ding for her. But as for Flora, I will paß 
8 for 1 board one year, if you can find any © 


perlon that will take her at a low rate; and 
W by that time perhaps, her pride may. be abated, LE. 

"ind then I ſhould like the girl well enough - 
W in our houſe. On this my pappa propoled 3 
Mrs. 7s a8 a 8 place, to which the 3 
is to go. . >, FJ 
Ang. Well, 1 am glad Flora. is at bn 
provided for, and in ſuch'a way, which may - 
be the happy means of bringing her to ſome 
refletion ; for this manner of life will, Iam . 
ſure, be a far greater mortification to her, 
[than Sifvia's going to ſervice will be to her; 
gn I ſhould be grieved to ſee that. 

Orin. I hope you never will: for, after 
my pappa had given me this account, I burſt - 
out a-crying,- and ſaid, then here's nothing 
can be done for my dear Silvia! Yes, replied be 
he; come, wipe your eyes and clear up, 1 4 
have been contriving both for your ſake ah! 
ber's: How would you like to have her t 2 
Wait on you? You know we:want one, and 
that would be better than a common fervant's 3 
place. | was at a great loſs what to reply. - 

maj. L wonder at you! Why, don't vou 8 
ee” of that Lam n ſure 1 IIb IN "Bk N J 

1 545 420 . 

Orin. As I knew mine. was to g0, it Was 
' one of the firſt thoughts that occur d to yo 
wind, and, if I had had an opportunity, ſhould ©" 
have beg id it as a favour ; but when I. con- 3 
lidered it, 1 was as much againſt it. Bl. 2 3 
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- + propoſal, which I was very ſenſible he made 
out of a kind regard 
muſt own, it would give me a continual un- 


upon as my ſuperior, plac'd in ſuch a ſtation 
under me; and 1 ſhould be in conſtant pain 
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tion laid for fincere*and laſting friendſhip, 
I only propoſed it to hear what you would ſay, 
mamma. But we imagine that you would 
had a companion; and as this will entirely 
remove your objection, I am perſuaded Si. 
& yia's good ſenſe, piety, and gratitude will 


= influence her to behave ſo as to give you no 
uneaſineſs another way. What ſay you toll 


= fulneſs accept. I was going on in my ac- 
F Kknowledgments, when he was ſent for out. 
But 1 dare ſay *tis a thing agreed on. 


on ſuch terms will be far happier in your 


in mv mind than I came. And I hope ſuch 
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 Amoſ. Why, what objection can there 
a . if : ; 


in, 1, after a pauſe, told my pappa, 1 
thought myſelf much obliged to him for his 


rd to us both; but that ! 
cafineſs to have one that I had always look'd 
left any thing in my behaviour ſhould grieve 


her. Well, my. deary, anſwered. my pappa, 
I am very glad to ſeg in you ſuch a founda- 


and the juſt notions you form of theſe things, 
being entirely of your mind, as is allo your 


1 


not be diſpleaſed, if inſtead of a ſervant you 


this, my dear? I immediately replied, this 
was an offer I ſhould with the greateſt thank-W 


9 
Ama. This is good news indeed; Silvia 


houſe than ever ſhe was in her own, on many 
accounts. Well, I ſhall return mucveafier 


5 


"i |:tru@tions, and ſuch an example, will be 
I ©: 1 means of keepigg me for the 
ie fiture from giving 8 to ſuch diſtruſtful 
le thoughts. 4 SS 
Orin, 1 hope they ei dear Ama a; 1 


* you for this viſit, and ſhall ſoon return 


de The ſooner the more agreeable. Up 


10. rennen + 
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Between C harlotte, and O liv, an brotherly 


Love. 


(lar, Was i in a expectation of ſeeing 
you yeſterday, Olivia, 

Oliv. As I was out the day before, I was. 
bliged to fit cloſe to finiſh ſome work hat 
nol as in haſte: elſe I ſhould not have deferred 
to ly viſit; for 1 long to tell you of my toute | 
Jar. What, were you out of town! 
| Oliv. Yes, my pappa, mamma, and 1. {et 


Mere we breakfaſted, and then went on to 
lkander*s, where we ſpent the reſt of the day; 
ad had 1 I imagined the walk half ſo pleaſant 
dit was, or the entertainment ſo agreeable, 
l ſhould have aſked you to have gone with 
6, for I wiſhed for you there. 


po” * very much, and ſhould have 
Fa liked 


' 


ab bialo sus, TY 


out early in the morning and walk'd to——, Y 


Char. I love ſuch a walk and to be in 4 


* 


yy 
„ 
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up to a great tree, where by a fort of natural 


*** ä 
N wa” alfa * 


” — 7 ti r . N VA . 8 of mY Ts Sf } 
: I L N 1 7 "a 7 4 1 "OT * 
7 * 4 a % 1 . * 4 F 
g 1 * 8 N ; . 9 - 
. , 3 "PF 
x . * L x * f 4 1 ! : . *. : 
> 


"x | | N 
52 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 
liked to have gone, only that would have 
brought me under an obligation. of forming 
an. acquaintance with Daphne, which I am 
not fond of, and therefore'tis better as it is. 
ſe you muſt aſk her to return your 


- 1upp 
Ono. Yes, to be ſure I did, and believe J 
ſhall be far from repenting it on my account: 
for J aſſure you, Charlotte, what I found want- 
ing in the polite and modiſh education moſt 
of our acquaintance have had, was abundantly 
made up by the unaftegted freedom and ſweet- 
neſs of her behaviour, and that good ſenſe 
and piety with which her converſation was 
adorn'd; ſo that I never ſpent a pleaſantet 
afternoon in my liſGG. 
Chubar. Pray then give me ſome of the par- 
ticulars, for you ſeem very full of it. 
Oliv. After dinner, Daphne and her bro- 
ther Clio aſked me to take a walk ; when we 
had been round the garden, which was large. 
and neat, we went into the orchard, and 
Daphae ſaid, Pray, Clio, let us ſhow -Olivia 
our arbor, becauſe, though it be but homely, fl 
*ris a. ſort of curioſity. This ſaid, we made 


ſteps we aſcended, till we. came to a part 
Where the main arms of it were bent into 
pretty convenient ſeats for three or four per- 
ſons, whilſt ſome of the higher and ſmaller 
ſerved for ſhelves to lay books op. 1 Was 
charmed with a ſcene ſo new and agreeable, 
the boughs over us forming a ſufficient ſhade, 
and yet leaving us a moſt delightful PIOPea 
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of the adjacent country, which at this height 4 
we ſaw to nr | 
Char. That mutt be very pretty; ; 1 begin 
t wiſh I had been with you. . 
Oliv. T affure you 1 have not yet told you : 
of my beſt entertainment there. £78 
Gar. No]! What, have they a cloſet 5 
Pray what rarities did they give you? 
Oliv. O my dear, twas a feaſt for my 
nind, which you know I prefer to the pleat- 
ing my taſte. Upon my looking into two 
books that lay there, Daphne aſk d me if 1 
loved poetry; 1 told her, yes, qronay 
well; then, faid ſhe, Clio will read 


I ome I believe you will like; on which lis 
| pull'd out a pocket-book, and read two co- 


ries ſent him lately in letters; one was on 
the pleaſures of a retired life, written he 


kd by a friend, who had ſpent many a de- 


ightful hour with them in that retreat. 1 
thought them exceeding pretty. And the 


other, tho' more melancholy, TI was quite 1 


charm'd with. They were on the ſudden 
death of a very ingenious and pious young 
gentleman that Clio knew, and made wc one 
of his intimate acquaintance. | 
Char, I with I had heard them. 
- Oliv. You ſhall ſoon ſee them; for 1 en 
prels'd ſo much pleaſure in hearing them, 


Clio very obligingly offer'd towrite them I 


ut for me. When we had paſſed about an 
= there, in very agreeable converſation, | 
ve went in, and Daphne took me up to her 
tloſet, where was a very curious collection 
of W which I found by her diſcourſe had 
F 2 | not 
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not ſtood there only for ſhow, but had moſt; 
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of them been well uſed. Here we fat ſome | 


4 time, and-upon my ſaying I thought ſhe lired 


very pleaſantly, ſhe replied ſmiling, I believe 


moſt of you Young ladies would be of a dif- 


ferent mind, to be cloiſter'd up. like nuns at 
ſuch a diſtance from town; and go 8 no | 
oftner than we do. * 

Cbar. She was ſmart. enough u 
there, Olivia: for we ſhould ſoot be 
fach a dull life, I believe ; - 1. know I ſhoald 1 
for one. | 

Oliv. J can't tell what, you might be; but 
Jam perſwaded, I ſhould never complain of 
her retirement joined with her pleaſures. She 


own'd that perhaps even uſe would not ren- 


der it ſo to her, were it not for the ſociety 


of Clio; tis his affectionate behaviour, and im- 
= proving delightful converſation, ſaid ſhe, that 
= Hills up many of theſe ſeemingly dull hours, 


with a pleaſure that fully makes up my want 


of other company: I replied, I could eaſily 


believe her by the obſervations I had made 
in this little time, there appearing in their 
behaviour not only the affection table to 
the relation, but the freedom and intimacy 
of friends. You are in the right, ſaid ſhe: 
our brotherly love, which" was always flronger 


to each other than is ſeen in many families, 


has been for years paſt greatly increaſed and 


Y "cemented, by the ſtill more Wan bonds 


of chriſtian friendſhip. We have, ever fince 
we were brought to any ſerious” refle&ion, ' 


with the utmoſt openneſs unboſom d. all out 


* 
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fears and ſcruples, all our hopes and joys to 
each other, which, as it hath been of mütgal 
eryice for our increaſe in knowledge "and 
piety, ſo hath it raiſed our affection — a de- 
gte of ardour, and exalted and refined it, 
beyond what thoſe can imagine who have - 
never joined the;endearing titles of brother 
and friend in one name. We have a large ; 
fock of knowledge to repair to in our libra- 
ries, and are daily, I hope, adding out of 
them to the "ſmall furniture of our minds; 
and we have a pretty good acquaintance, who, 
tho! we can bur ſeldom meet, are ſo good as 
to give us frequent Intertaiument by their 
b wreeable letters. And now, Charlotte, I 
ok you won't wonder I was pleaſed with 
my viſit. 5 
Char. No, nor at t your wanting ſo much 
to inform me of it neither. I thank vou N 
your reproof. J am ſure vou have ſtruck 
me home. 
OH“ο. What 40 you mean, Charlotte 2 * 
am ſure J had no thought of offending you, 
in any thing I have ſaid. | 

Char. No, I don't take it in that light i in- 
led; but you do not think, me ſo dull of 
prehenfion ; as not to ſee your defign, for 
then you would have wholly ſoft your Tabour, 
You have drawn a very bright contraſt to 
the dark ſhades in our houſe, and I have not _ 
lal'd putting them together as JouTynraloty 1 
Oliv. Upon my word I had no ſuch view. 
| knew | not that Silvander and you were want- 

en ing 
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ing, either in affection or the proper ways 
of expreſſing it. : 
bar. Have you ever ent or heard of, 
any thing like What I have been xelati 
Oliv. No, indeed; but you know Ge, 
is not with us. And tho” I have h6t heard 
you ſay much about him, I aſſure you I 
never made one reflection upon it; my only 
view herein was to give you part of the ez 
., Jure I had been enjoying myſelf. 
Char. Then I muſt ſay, that God himſelf 
has by you, in a very remarkable way, given 
me this juſt and moſt cutting reproof ; had 
vou intended it as ſuch, the handſome man- 
ner in which it was done, would have ren- 
dered my taking it ill quite inexcuſable : but 
that you ſhould be thus the innocent conveyer 
of it to me, ſeems to give it a more awful 
and impreſſive force on my mind. I have 
mreaſon with ſhame to own, that Silvander and 
I are the reverſe of theſe ſhining characters, 
2 and that through my fin and folly. 
Oliv. Nay, now, I dare fay, you carry 
your ſelf- accuſation too far; for if this is the 
caſe with you, no doubt but Silvander has his 
| ſhare of the blame. I never took you to be 
ſo ill-natur'd as to be capable of deſerving 
ſuch a load as the whole would be, and in all 
ſuch caſes chere are generally faults on both 
ſides. 
Char. There may be generally 10 but 1 
muſt with grief ſay, mine is an exception. 
| Silvander is of a ſweet temper, and has been Wl 
| very 


Fo. 
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jery fond of me, till I have by my, carriage. 


g wean'd his affections; in a word, he was ca- 


pable in all relpects of being a Clio, had 1 


7 with all 


: Daphne; i Fg | 
. Oliv, Tis but ſeldom, Lown, that perſons 
re too ſevere in cenſuring themſelves; but 

J [am Porn you are now guilty of that 
aolt,. 4 

Char. Oh! no, Olivia, I have no fear 5 


ering on that hand. I pray God I may be 
enabled to do this part of my work but ſo 
| elfectually as to ſearch out and labour to. 
MM ccanſe that fountain of my own corrupt 
| heart, from whence I plainly ſee theſe bitter: 
beams flow! For I am now fully convinced 
I of what my mamma has often told me, that 

there is a natural diſcontent and haughtineſs 


in my temper, which I ought to have prayed, 
and ſtriven againſt 3 whereas, alas! L have ij 
been deaf to theſe remonſtrances, and by in- 
dulging, greatly Arengthened theſe vicious 
kilpoſitions of my nature. As I was but s? 
year younger than my brother, I could nor 3 


bear to think he ſhould in any, reſpe& have; 
the preference; this created continual jars 
when we were little, and my pappa and mam- 
ma, for the moſt part, taking his fide in all 
our petty debates (as no doubt they taw good 
reaſon to do) I took it into my head to ima- 
vine *twas becauſe he was loved beſt, from 
whence.arofc an alienatign of affection both 


from my parents and him, whom I look'd I} 
upon as the favourite, which, as we have 
g grown 
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own up, has diſcovered itſelf in à ſullen 
Feen and reſerve, rather than wrangling 


diſputes; as we ſeldom indeed nx much 


Olv. If you have done yourſelf Juſtice, I 


can't be guilty of to much flattery as to ap- 


aud your conduct, indeed, Charlotte, But 
if Silander be what you have repreſented 
him, as you are now ſenſible of your miſtake, 
*ris not too late to have the caſe altered, and 


that with eaſe. Fe” 


"Char. With eaſe on his fide, I dare fay it 
might. But how ſhall I bring this proud 


15 and ſtubborn heart of mine, to force a con- 


fefflon to him of my error? Nor will it be 


an eaſy taſk to alter the reſerv'd de ortment 


of a ſtranger, for the free and affectionate 
behaviour of a ſiſter. What ſhall 1 do * 


this caſe ? 


Oliv. Keep but upon your mind your pre- | 
ſent views of things, and pray earneſtly to 
God to fix and ſtrengthen your pious reſolu- 
tions, and in dependance on his aſfiſtance 


make the attempt, and I doubt not of your 
| 18 2 
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The Subject purfued. 


— 


Oliv. 1 Am very glad to ſee you, for you 

1 Qhave been much on my thoughts ſince 
we were laſt together. bg 
Char. I dare ſay, I have not b 
hand with you in that reſpect. WEED 

Oliv. I bave longed to know how you have 
proceeded, and what your ſucceſs has been. 
Char, I was, after you left me, greatly op- a 


een behind- 


preſt indeed; the guilt and folly of my paſt 
conduct appear'd in ſuch a light, as fill'd me 
with amazement and diſtreſs: but after I had 
tetir' d, and given vent to my grief by a free 
confeſſion of my fin, and earneſt prayers for 
pardon, with moſt fincere deſires after thoſe 
affiſtances of divine grace, by which I may 
be enabled to gain ſome conqueſt over this 
Jay prevailing fin, as I have now found it to 
Wc; I perceived ſome hope ariſe in my breaſt, 
Hough I continued very thoughtful and de- 
Wicted, which was obſerved by the houſe, and. 
| they 
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to take no farther notice.” My great per- 
plexity lay in ſpeaking to.Sz/vander.; for as If 
told you we were little together, *twas almoſt 


now I thought ſo much my duty and inteteſt. 
But the third day, after dinner, we were [ 
think providentially left alone ſome time; 


was clear, came and ſet himſelf down by me 
and prevented my beginning, which I way 
going to attempt, by taking me by the hand, 


thus addreſs'd me. Pray, Charlotte, what is it 
that is the matter with you? I am ſure yo 
are very unealy : there is a viſible grief 1 


the occaſion, I affure you I will do all tha 


I deſerved at his hands, before any overture! 
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they mags ned at firſt I was not well; but 
when J affur'd my mammꝭ I Was, ſhe ſeem'd 


as difficult to find an opportunity, as to per- 
form the work when T had one; and I could 
not be eaſy till I had taken ſome ſteps in what 


which was unuſual, 1 
Oliv. Providence often appears for our aſ- 
ſiſtance, when we are really deſirous to put 
in execution our good. purpoſes. 
Char. You will ſee it here plainly, before 
I have done. Silvander, as ſoon as the roon 


and in a moſt ſweet and engaging” manne 


your countenance ; if you will let me know 


hes in my power to remove it. This treat 
ment, fo different from what I was convince 


made on my fide, melted me into tears, anc 
ſtopp'd my ſpeech. He continued preſſing mt 
to tell him, and promiſing ſecreſy, with what 
ever he could think of toperſuade me to ſpeak 
adding, Ican't bear to ſee you in this Gr 

i tho 
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tho” vou have not the affection of a ſiſter for 
me, IJ have had that of a brother for you. 
Your carriage has indeed greatly dampt it, 

but the ſeeing you thus has blown up the 
fame afreſh; and if I can remove your trou- 
fe by any means, ſpeak and 'tis done. To 
ke my guilt a ſecond time placed before my 
riew in ſo artleſs and friendly a way, ſubdued 
al the remains of pride and reſerve ; and as 
fon as I could ſpeak for crying, I ſaid, I 
only wiſh'd I had always lov'd you, as l fee} 
Inow do; then had we both lived happy, 
ind I had not known my preſent grief. He 
zppear'd aſtoniſh'd at the ſpeech, and told me 
he did not underſtand what I meant; he 
MJ hoped he had not been the occaſion of it. I 
Irplied, my concern I have brought on my- 
elf, by a conſciouſneſs of my unſuitable be- 
haviour to you; but you are the only perſon 
that can remove it, by an aſſurance of your 
forgiving my paſt conduct, which I hope E-* 
m too fully convinced of the evil of, ever tdi 
ave you any reaſon for the like complaints. 
fe immediately took me in his arms, and in 
the tendereſt manner ſaid, My dear ſiſter, 
peak not of the paſt, *tis all with me as if it 
lad never been; the pleaſure of your future 
love and friendſhip will give me a joy I want” 
WJ "ords to expreſs. I was going to make a 
rely, when he was call'd out, and I retired _ 
ovent myſelf in mingled- tears of grief and 
oy; joy for this happy reconciliation, and 
grief that I ſhould be guilty of ſuch difin- 
*nuous behaviour towards ſo kind, ſo de- 
trying a relation. | 7 _ 
9 0 LE hy Oliu. 1 "i 
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Oliv. His deportment on the occaſion was 
very engaging indeed; and as you ſay, Pro- 
vidence made the path of duty you had to 
walk in, remarkab] 1 plain and eaſy, Have 
you had any particular converſation ſince? 
Char. Yes; that ſame evening as I was 
walking in the garden, and contriving how 


I ſhould act in the beſt manner to diſcover 


the ſincerity of my profeſſion, he came to me, 
and bringing a Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, told 
me, as he knew I lik'd it, he defir'd 1 would 
accept of 1t in remembrance of this happy 
day. I having in my pocket a book of po- 
ems I had lately bought, took it out and 
begg'd he would likewiſe accept of that, as 
J truſted theſe might be look'd upon by us to 
the end of life, as tokens of a true and laſting 
affection, and as ſtanding-witneſſes of that 
bond of friendſhip into which we mutually 
entered. To which he replied, they ſhall on 
my part, dear Charlotte, and I doubt not on 
your's alſo. My mamma coming into the 
garden, prevented any farther particular diſ- 
courſe that night; but yeſterday and to-day 


woe have had a great deal of free, and I hope 


profitable converſation. 


Oliv. 1 am heartily glad to hear this, and 
doubt not but you will find both pleaſure and 
advantage in ſuch a courſe, as the cultivating 
brotherly love is one of thoſe commands, 1n 
the keeping of which there is a great, preſent 
reward. | _— 

Char. I have found it fo already, enjoying 
that peace and ſatisfaction in my own breaſt, 
to which before I was an utter ſtranger. 


Oliv. 


— Sad 


— — 
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Oliv. And, no doubt but it will give a very 
great pleaſure to your dear parents to ſee you 
thus dwell together in love and unity, whien 
is a conſideration that may give you much 
ſatisfaction- | 


Char. Tis very true, and I have had a 


taſte of it already; for this morning my 
mamma told me, ſhe had with great delight 
obſerv'd the alteration, and that I could ſcarce 
conceive what an addition it would make to 
the happineſs of her life, to ſee us hve in 
that love and harmony we now expreſled. 


And added, I hope, my dear, you yourſelf 


find ſo much pleaſure from it as will be an 
inducement to you to perſevere. I replied, 
did ſo; that it was no ſmall concern to me 
to reflect on the uneaſineſs l had occafioned 
her by my temper and behaviour; but as I 
hoped I had ſeen both the fin and the folly of 
it, and begg'd pardon of God for it, I doubted 
not J ſhould obtain her's, and alſo a continu- 
ance of thoſe kind inſtructions which I had 
too much diſregarded, but which for the fu- 
ture I hoped I thould gladly attend ro. She 
embraced me with tears of joy, and ſaid, My 
acar, you have from me as full and free for- 
giveneſs as I truſt we ſhall both find with 
heaven for our manifold offences; and it gives. 
me the higheſt ſatisfaction to perceive this 
change has proceeded from a conviction of 
the evil of a contrary behaviour, which ſeems 
the ſureſt ground to hope that it will be laſt- 
ing. She was going to proceed, when my 
pappa coming in put an end to the diſcourte, WM 
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Oliv. You have the happineſs of a very 
prudent, pious, and teader mamma, as weil 
as I; and I hope we hall both of us learn 
to prize and improve this merey more than 
we have done, and better conſider the du- 
ties it obliges us to. 5 1 
Cbar. You have no need to put yourſelf 
in, I am ſure; had I but perform'd mine as 
vou have done, it would have been happy 
for me. . | Us 
Oliv. I have not had the trial how I ſhould 
have behaved in the caſe we have been upon, 
having neither brother nor fiſter 5 but J am 
more ſenſible than 1 ever was before, that 1 
have been often defective in my duty as a 
child, treſpaſſing too much on my parents 
great indulgence. 5 7 
Cybar. When your ſeaſonable ftory firſt WM 
opened my eyes to ſee theſe my grots defects, 
I was greatly ſurprized that 1 ſhould remain 
ſo long inſenſible in a caſe where my duty is 
ſo plainly ſtated in the word of God, and fo Wl 
often inculcated to me by my inftructors ; but 
now I find it was my own natural temper that, 
being indulged by me, led me, or rather 
hurried me, into the paths of pride and con- 
tention : for I am convinced the wiſe man's 
obſervation is true, That only by pride 
cometh contention. And, ſurely it could be 
nothing but the moſt ſhameful inconſidera- 
tion, that could make me blind to it ſo long. 
Olv. Well, my dear, I hope that as both 
of us do ſincercly defire to know and do our 
duty, we ſhall for the future be more diligent 


in 
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in our ſearch into the Scriptures, that we may 


i there ſee what ĩt 18 the Lord our God requires 

not us, and be more careful to perform what 
n WE © thus know to be our duty; applying daily 4 
- WJ vith earneſtneſs to God, for that grace where- 


by we may be enabled to ſubdue and root out 


Ef WM whatever we find amiſs in our tempers, which, 

Lee ſee, have ſo great and fatal an influence on 
our practice. 26” 350 : | 
d i, 
' 5 
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Bciween MEL1sSAa and CELIA. 
 OaCHARILITY. 


Mel. I Am much rejoiced to ſee you enter 

1 this houſe once again, which 1 feared 

you had forſaken.. | 8 

Cel. No, my dear, Meliſſa has not been 
forgotten, tho? I could not come; we had ſa 

much work to do that I have been obliged to 
delay my uſual viſits; But now I hope to 
give myſelf the pleaſure very ſoon, tho! I can- 


G 3 du. 


got juſt nows © 
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Mel. What do you mean > Can” t-you ſtay 
this afternoon ? 
Cel. No, my dear; I only come to yon 
op buſineſs, tho' I believe you will fcarcif 
gueſs what: I have undertaken a trade which 
is to me wholly ncw. 

Mel. Nay, Yor puzzle m me now mdeed 
for I can't think what you can mean. 

Cel. ] am going a begging, and I come tg 
begin with you. 

Mel. A begging! Pray what is it for ? It 
I can ſupply you without going any farthery 
I ſhall be glad, as then I may hope to ker 
you the afternoon. 

Cel. No, Meliſſa, T am far from expelling 
a full ſupply from you ; but your ready offen 
promiſes a good beginning, *tis money Ii 
want. | 

Mel. Money! you jeſt. I really thought 
you had been in earneſt, and wanted ſome 
hade to finiſh your ſcreen, or ſome ſucl 
thing; but for money, I wiſh I had as mucl 
as you. 
No, 1 affare you I am in earneſt. 
*Tis not indeed for my elf. ] bleſs God, wel 
are both ſo highly diſtinguiſhed by a kind 
Providence, that we are ſo far from wanting 
to aſk charity, as to be able to contribute tofi 
thoſe that do. Lou muſt have heard of poor 
Mrs. s great affliction, who has loſt, 
with her huſband, all her ſupport for herſelf 
and three helpleſs babes. 

Mel. I heard he was dead, but 1 thought 
ſhe had carried on the buſineſs. 4 


- — 
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Cel. Have you not heard that her goods 
were ſeiz'd,, and her mercileſs. landlord and 
creditors have ſtript her of every thing, and 
every penny ſhe had |: Tis for her L am 80 


* 3 to ſce what T can pick up. 


1 did: not hear it. F266 ac poor 


— 1s bad to be ſure :: But are you really 


going to beg for her? I think, if you are, 
your new trade, as. you call'd it, is a very 


ſtrange one. 


(el. Ves, 1 really am, aud: am ſurprizd 
to hear you call it a ſtrange employment, to 


affift the widow and fatherleſs in ſo afflicted 
and helpleſs a condition; unleſs you mean by 


the expreſſion that it is not very common, 
which I own is but too true; and that as much 
furprizes me, when I conſider how frequently, 


and in: what ſtrong terms, charity is recom 


mended in Scripture, and this branch of it 


in particular. 

l. I don't object againſt being charitable, 
tis to be ſure a very good thing; ” but 1 don't 
at all admire your going a begging, as you 
call it.. What ſhould you. do that for > 

Cel. Nay, Meliſſa, you. might, I think, 
caſily gueſs for what. *Tis that 1 may get a 
little ſum of money for the preſent ſubſiſtence 


of this deſolate widow and her helpleſs or- k 1 


phans. You know it is a common ay 


that a great many may with eaſe help one, 
whereas one can't well help a great many. 


'Tis but little I can do towards it, tho? I aſ- 
ſure you, I don't do it to ſpare wy own 
uric, 


Mil. 
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Mel. But ſure ſhe may get into:ſome way. 
She muſt not expect that, becauſe ſhe was 
not brought up to get her living, otlier people 
muſt keep her and hers. She ſfiould try to 
bring her mind to her condition, though! it 
may be hard to do; but I think of the two 
J ſhould rather work hard: than be kept on 
r 0 = 
Cel. ] doubt not the will Be as ready to fall 
in with any way of livelihood,. that can be 
found out for her, as any body can be to pro- 
poſe it. But pray, my dear, what do you: WW 
imagine ſhe can yet do, under the preſſing 
weight of iuch a trial, with three 1nfants, the 
eldeſt of which is but four years old, and ſhe Wl 
within a month of her time?. | 
Mel. I. did not think of that; ſhe can't do 
much at preſent to be ſure. But then, Why 
does not the pariſh help her? 5 
Cel. If you would give yourfelf leave to 
reflect, ſure, my dear, it would grieve vou 
to think that a perſon of ſuch a family, equal- W 
ly noted for: ſubſtance and piety, {hould be 
reduced to that laſt neceſſity. Tho' I fear 
that muſt be the caſe ſoon. Barer I hope Wl 
you'll not be againſt giving me ſomething 
towards her immediate ſupply. 2, 
Mel. Indeed I can't. My pappa allows me W 
ſo ſmall a matter for ſpending-money, that 1 
have uſes enough for what I have, You have; 
more I don't queſtion, elſe you could not be 
ſo bountiful in your charities as I have heard Wi" 
you are. I have but! 5 Gs | 


15 
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Cel. And I have but I thought my 
income was the leaſt of the two; but if lhad | 
muck lets, I ſhould think it my duty to diſ- 

oſe of a little of it in that way, without 


which F could expect no bleſſing on the reſt. 


And as you muſt know *tis commanded by 
God, I hope for all this talk you dare not 
holly neglect it. 

Mel, L believe tis the 4 of ſome people 
that are rich, and have a great deal at their 
on diſpoſal; but indeed I never thought it 
mine. 5 
Cel. T am ſorry to hear this. Pray did 
you ever read any thing in the commands 
relating to charity, that reſtram them to 
thoſe who are nch, or heads of families 2 


Mel. No, I can't ſay I did; but then it 


muſt be the duty of thoſe only who- have It 
to give, whiek:T have not. 
Cel. O my dear, pray don't 1 ſuch a 
WJ word, leſt it ſhould pleaſe God by ſome awe- 
ul providence to-give you oecaſion to ſay it. 
You know you have more than I. wed 
J. Well, but T can't think how you 


manage to find: any money for ſuch uſes; I 


Wi ſure I can't. 
Cel. Þ ſind it no.difficult talk: at all. When 
Iny pappa gives me my quarter's money I 
ot what I think proper for that purpoſe by 
elf. So that when there is a call, I have 


Wy poor's box to repair to; and if is be a 
tale that I think requires more than that will 
waſh me wich, L take, from what I calkmy 
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own, to increaſe it. And contrive to lay ou 
ſo much the leſs that quarter, 1 

Mel. But I know nothing I am extravagant 
in, and yet, were it not for the preſents my : 


-grand-pappa and aunt are often making me, 
I could not go much above half through my 
quarters. What can ipare out of:? Can 
you tell me, Celia? | 
Cel. As you have put the queſtiom to me 
J hope, Meliſſa, you will not be oſfended if 
anſwer you freely. Do you imagine there i 
a neceſſity for your laying out ſo much e 
fruit, (weetmeats, and other things, purely 
to pleaſe your taſte? I am ſatisfied by wha 
1 have heard you fay, I don't ſpend a quartei 
ſo much as you that way, and I yet fave. 
great deal: more out of the ſmall artieles of 
dreſs that our money is allotted to procure 
You know, my dear, you have often blame 
me for not buying ſuch as you did; and now 
I will own te you, that the chief reaſon wa 
becauſe, had I gene te the price, my ſtoci 
would not have held out, and therefore 

contented myſelf with what came cheaper. 
Mel. But to act thus is ſuch a courſe of 


ſelf-demal as would take away all the com 
fort of my life: for what have 1 my moneW 
for, but that J may in theſe things pleaſfß | 
myſelf > If J don't, Lam: worſe than if Tha; 
none. ME —_ þ| 
Cl. Sure, my dear, you don't conſide . 


what you ſay 
Mz. Why? What harm is there in it? 


Cel 
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Cel. What harm! Certainly if you reflect 
you will ſoon ſee. Is it nat as much as to 
ay you are worſe for having it in your power, 
by doing good to others, to obey the com- 
mand of God! which you ought to be very 
thankful for? And as for the telf-denial you 
peak of, it will ſcarce deſerve the name, ex- 
cept it be to thoſe who place their chief hap- 
yinets in gratifying their fancies, and ſenſual 
zppetites 5 which J hope as not our character. 
For my own part, 1 profels, this practice, 


WH inſtead of being any exercile of ſelf-denial to 
oe, has rather ſeem'd to be the effect of ſelf- 
ore; as it would give me the greateſt unea- 
ei fincls to hear of a diſtreſs'd cale, and do no- 
bing towards procuring it relief, And the 


O 


bleaſure I feel, to think that God bas given 
age any ability to help the fatherleis, and 


ſometimes cauſe the widow?*s heart to ſing for 
joy is far greater than could have been ex- 


cited by any gratification of my ſenſes. Don't 
you remember lately, how you would have 
eerſuaded me to buy ſuch a fan as your's, 
ad told me mine was not fit for me to wear? 


Mel. Yes, I do. What I ſuppoſe you had 


5 giren away all your money; had you not? 


Cel. No, my dear, I had more than would 


5 have purchas'd it about me; but I had that 


lay heard of a good woman that was fick and 


In want of neceſſaries, and as I had but little 


left in my poor's box, I determin'd to give 
ler that money, which I did before I went 
home; 


— „„ 


- wo l 
o 
* rr Rr bn ty yy In An — — 
1 ; * ; ” 
* 


72. FAMILIAR DIX ED SYEs: 


home ; - and - her diſtreſs appear'd ſo great 
and my relief ſo very ſeaſonable, that ' tis with 
ten times more pleaſure I take my old fan 
into my hand, than I could have done the 
other. And now, what think you, Meliſſa, of 
the matter? FI 

Mel, I think I have, as you ſey, done 
wrong in ſpending all upon myſelf, and will MW 
try if I can contrive to {ave ſomething ; but 
yet, to me, abridging one's ſelf for the ſake 
of others, as you do, appears a work of ſu- 
eee which we are no Maſs called 


ils 


el. You know I am as far from deſiring 


to appear peculiar as any body. I have no 


notion that perſons are to go quite beneath 
the rank Providence has placed them in, that 
they may be the more charitable ; this 1 

think an error, and looks too much as if in- 
deed they did it to be applauded of men, and 
as you ſay, thought it would be very great 


merit in the fight of God. All I plead ſor, 


as all I practite is this : not to go to the ut- 


100K extent that my whole Cm would allow | 


me, either as to richneſs in dreſs, or expence W 
in pleafing my taſte; that by ſuch ſavings 18 
may have it in my power to give a bit of 


| bread to a ſtarving family, Or a gar ment to 


clothe an almoſt naked perſon. But 'tis more 
than time I was gone : we'll talk this matter 
over at 'large another day, if you deſire it. 
Pray be ſo good as to give me my als and 
diſmiſs mee 
Mel. 


„Ine a ta# OO 


i; almoſt up, and I have very little left to buy 


Jet them wait for neceſſaries. 


zm ſure, for you are a moſt 1mportunate 
ere's a ſhilling, if you'll accept of it. 


rost not, you know, be chooſers. 


FAM I'LIA GED ILOGUES oy | 


ybat J muſt have for myſelf.” 

Cel, Nay, pray don't let me meet with a 
baulk in my firſt attempt; I can't think but 
you can better delay ſome of your purchaſes, 
than a poor widow, by this time in want of 
lief for herſelf and three pretty babes. Tis 
ktter to wait for ſome ſuperfluities, than to 
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el. Well, Celia, you talk of beginning, | 
hut one would think (as we ſay). you were 7 * 
o your trade; YOlp have learnt it very well 


beggar, that I ſee, will take no denial. Come; 
Cel. Yes, and thank you too, Beggars 
Mel. Pray call as you come back, and tell 
ne your ſucceſs. 
Cel. I will if I have time; but if 1 ſpend 


* much in pleading with every one as I have 
one with you, I am ſure I ſhan't, 


H DIA. 
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Mel. ©, Celia, how well you call'd thai 
* night! 3 , 
Cel. Indeed I could ndt, and I ſtept ou 14 
now only to let you ſee that I had not beet : 
a ſtrolling. till I had loſt myſelf. I finiſh'Mf 
late laſt night my begging employment, ani 
ſo have been obliged to keep in to-day ti 
make an end of ſomething that was wanted. 
Mel. Then I ſuppoſe you found ſome : 
backward as I, that made you ſo long. 
Cel. No, I'll aſſure you that was not th 
reaſon, for I met with very unexpected {ul 
ceſs : There was one, indeed, that did noi 
ſeem a very chearful giv er; "but 1 had nf 
denial any where. 

Mel. Pray let me have the account of yo 
progreſs, and how you ſucceeded, for I hav 
had many thoughts on this ſubjeR ſince I la 

du. 
8 Cel. I went from 5 to A who! 
ſoon as I had told my errand, gave me half 
crown, ſaying the was ſorry ſhe could do 


more, her pocket being but low at rel 
l. tne 
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here having heen lately a moſt afflicting caſe 
mongſt her acquaintance, which had'almoſt 
ain'd her. Tho? ſaid ſhe, I did as you do, 
nd ſhould have applied to you, had you becn 
home. But I will go with you to a lady 
ard by, if you pleaſe, where I am perſuaded 
ſou will ſpeed better. 1 replied) Tiſhould 
hankfully accept her offer, if ſhe would be 
b good as to ſpeak for me; but as I was a 
kevinner, I did not know how to get courage 
mough to ſpeak to ſtrangers; to which ſhe 
onfenting, we went. i 

Mel. I. wonder to whom ſhe could carry 
you, unleſs it were to Sophira. 

cal. The very ſame. 

J 1. I knew Amaſia was great hy hier: 
te is a very rich old maid; and I think fuch 
folks have nothing elſe to do with their, mo- 
ney. 

7 She has uſes for her- s, I'll aſſure you, 
equal to thoſe who have a family of their 
wn; having a reduc'd relation, a widow 
gentle woman, whom ſhe keeps as a compa- 
nion with her, and maintains her four chil- 
ten in a handſome manner at ſchool. But 
Ihe does a great deal of good beſides, in acts 
of common | charity. 

Mel. Well, how did you ſucceed ? 

Cel, Amaſic a told her that ſome, ſhe was 
knfible, would account her very impertinent, 
v bring them another petitioner ſo ſoon after 
aring been herſelf on the ſame errand. But, 
aded ſhe, the encouragement I then received, 
ad the aſſurance you gave me of the plea- 

H 2 ſure 
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ſure you took in ſeeing me engaged in ſuch af 
work, gives me reaſon to believe I have com- 

mitted no offence in bringing my friend who Ml 
is following my example. After giving her 
a ſhort account of the caſe, ſhe replied with 
a ſmile, you well know, Amaſia, on ſuch an 
 . account you cannot be more bold than wel- 
come. And I thank you for giving me an 
opportunity of encouraging the young lady 
in ſo good a work. Sophira then taking out 
her purſe, and turning to me, gave me ai 
guinea, ſaying, I heartily wiſh you ſuch ſuc-M 
\ ceſs as may animate you to freſh engagements 
of a like nature; and you ſhall at any time 
be welcome to my purſe. You may be ſure 
I return'd my thanks for ſuch a bounty, and 
ſuch treatment, in the beſt manner 1 wa 
able. | IT 
Mel. She ated moſt generouſiy indeed. 
Cel. Fluſh'd with this ſucceſs, I went for 
ward, and as I paſſed by the door, called o 
Lucy, telling her I came only for the widow'Þ 
mite, which I knew ſhe was always ready tal 
caſt into the treaſury on ſuch occaſions. Shel 
preſently gave me half a crown, which T'wa 
loth to take, it being more, I told her, tha 

I thought ſhe could afford. But ſhe replied 
that place of ſcripture is ſo deeply impreſsq; 
on my mind, and has been ſo remarkably 
fulfilPd to me, He that giveth to the poor 
jendeth to the Lord, and that which he haul 
given he will repay him again,? that I ſhould 
= be guilty of the greateſt folly and ingratitude$ 
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if] did not do to the utmoſt of my ſmall 
abilit 

ML Why, | I thought Lucy, was in low 
circumſtances, and took in work to help to 
maintain herſelf, 

Cel. Tis. true; that made me vawiling to 
take ſo much. | 

So much ! Could it be her duty to give 
ny thing? For tho' I am now fully con- 
vinced of my own fault, I can't ſee how an 
thing can be expected from thoſe that have 
not enough for themſelves. 

Cel. Pray what can you ay then of the 
widow that gave her all? You muſt, ſure, 
have blamed her conduct had you ſtood by; 
ind yet our bleſſed Saviour, who was cer- 
uinly a proper judge, ſeems to commend her 
for it. And as to her taking in work, that 
certainly can be no objection againſt a per- 
ſon's doing ſomewhat for the relief of thoſe 
chat are in great diſtreſs ; when the apoſtle 
exhorts thoſe that had ſtolen, to ſteal no 
more; but rather to labour, working with 
their hands in ſome good and laudable em- 
ployment, that they might not only provide, 
bor themſelves in a lawful way, but have 
alſo to give to thoſe that were in need. You. 
remember theſe inſtances don't you? | 

Mel. Yes, I do. But I can't fay I ever 
applied them to ſuch a caſe, tho' I muſt own. 
tiey ſeem adapted to it. But pray go on 
with your progreſs. 

Cel. As I took my acquaintance all in my 
Wy, the next I call'd on was Delia; who, 

| I ſup- 
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I ] ſuppoſe, you know is often at our houſe ; 
and I imagined ſhe might get her uncle or 
aunt to give her ſomething for me. As [ 
found there was company, | ſent for her out, 
and told her my ſtory ; ſhe ſaid ſhe would go 
and whiſper her uncle, and ſhe was ſure he 
would give her nn but ſhe immedi- 
ately came back and defired me to walk into 
the parlour, where were two ladies and an 
old gentleman beſides themſelves: When [ 
was ſeated, Mr —— ſaid, Delia has been 
telling me in my ear ſome diſmal ſtory, but 
I could not make it out; pray let us have 
the account from yourſelf. I was much 
daſh'd, as ſtrangers were by; however I told 
him as well as I could, and faid I hoped he 
would excuſe my calling on Delia, that I was Wl 
encouraged by what I had heard her ſay of 
his readineſs to give her on ſuch occaſions. Wl 
Mr. ——- replied, indeed, Celia, I ſhould not 
have excuſed you, had you paſt by my door ; 
for I am rejoiced that my Delia, by your 
goodneſs in taking ſuch notice of her, will 
have in you an example of that temper I ſo 
much deſire to cultivate in her. Then turn- 
ing to the company, he ſaid, Come, I hope 
we ſhall none of us diſcourage a young beg- 
gar, eſpecially ſuch a one as this lady; for 

7 ature you ſhe is no common one, nor do 1 
think this a common occaſion. Nor I neither, 
replied the old gentleman ; and I aſſure you, 

oung lady, I have not ſeen any thing that 
2 given me greater delight this long time, 
than that ſuch a one as you, in all the afflu- 

2 | ence 
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ence of worldly good, and all the prime and 


Lord, go about doing good, miniſtring to the 
relief of the neceſſitous to the utmoſt of your 


he ſaid, I pray and hope that this labour of 
love will he abundantly rewarded by the Fa- 
ther of all mercy, and God of all grace, 
The reſt of the company gave me a crown 
a-piece, and Mr, —— gave Delia half a crown 
for herſelf. So that I got above thirty ſhil- 
lings there. But as tea was ready, and they 
inſiſted upon my ſtaying, I could go no far- 
ther that evening. However, I believe you 
will think I made a pretty good afternoon's 
work ; J am ſure I thought ſo, and went home 
greatly rejoiced. 

Mel. A good one indeed, conſidering you 
had ſuch a bad beginning, and ſpent a great 
part of it to ſo little purpoſe. e 

Cel. J hope that was to as good purpoſe as 
any of the reſt; for if they have been the 
happy means of exciting you to the practice 
of this neglected duty, I have been ſucceſs- 
fal in my main point, which is I truſt, fo 
to employ my time as may render me ſome 
I ways uſefal. Nor have I fail'd in this par- 
ticular branch of uſefulneſs, charity; fince 
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| rition 3 neither did I wholly fail as to my | 
preſent deſign, Ts . 
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raiety of youth, ſhould, like your bleſſed: - Þ 


ability, and in conformity to the divine 
Being, relieve the fatherleſs and widow. . #3 
Then putting half a guinea into my hand, 


| hope many will hereafter find, to their i 
oy and relief, the good effects of this con- 
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 - Ifel, You may well put in wholly indeed. 
I am aſham'd and eriev'd it ſhould be fo dif- 
flicult to perſuade me to what I now ſee is fo 
much my duty and intereſt. But to make 
Jou a {mall amends, I have got a crown of 
my mamma, and here is a ſhilling more for 
myſelf. I hope I ſhall manage fo as to be 
better ſtock'd againſt another time. ; 
Cel. You are very good now, Meliſſa; pray 
\_. return my thanks. | 
| Mel. But you have not told me your laſt 
day's walk and ſucceſs. i 
Cel. No, but I'Il go on. As it was in my 
way, TI call'd firſt on Phillis, from whom J 
expected a ſmall matter, as I knew her will WM 
ready beyond the extent of her ability, on all 
ſuch occaſions. She went up and brought | 
me.down a crown, at which, when I looked 
ſurpriz'd, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, I ſuppoſe I 
have made you wonder at my generoſity; 
hut J have this day received a legacy of twen- 
ty pounds from a very diſtant relation, and 
where it was not at all to be expected; and 
az a thank- offering to God for this moſt ſea- 
ſonable ſupply, I can do no leſs than devote 
ſome ſmall part of it to the relief of thoſe 
who are fallen yet lower than myſelf, and I 
think this as proper an object as any I am 
likely to find. I thank'd her very kindly, 
and told her I was glad to hear that a kind 
Providence thus appear'd to provide for her, 
and by its bounties give her a preſent reward 
for her readineſs, according to her abilities, 


to aſſiſt others. O my dear Celia, replied ſhe, 
N tis 
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tis little indeed that I can do this way; but 
| firmly believe I am, as to this world, no 
loſer by it. God's word is true; and I 
queſtion not, but in various appearances of 


his Providence in our favour, we have found 


that promiſe in particular fulfill'd to us, Caſt 
thy bread upon the waters, for thou ſhalt find 
it after many days; as our family when in 
proſperity were remarkable for charity, ſo 
fince the change in our circumftances we have 
in as remarkable a manner been pretty com- 
fortably provided for. _— . 
Mel. I am glad you have told me this; for 
] was yeſterday thinking ſince there were 
ſach promiſes of a return even in this life, 
whence it came to paſs that Phillis. in parti- 
cular (for I had her in my mind) ſhould be 
brought ſo low, whoſe friends were ſo fig- 
nally charitable 5 but now I ſee that theſe 
promiſes are fulfiPd to her by the wonderful 
appearances of providence for her; for L 
know this is not the firſt extraordinary ſup- 
ply they have received. 

Cel. No, not by a great many, through 2 
courſe of long affliction. She and her widow 
parent have been ſo peculiarly the care of 
Providence, that it could not eſcape the no- 
tice of friends, and more diſtant ſpectators. 


{ 
> 


Well, I went hence to Charlotte, who looked || 
very coldly on me, and after a pretty man 


excuſes and pleas of poverty ſhe gave me a 
| ſhilling. | 
Mel. Why J heard her uncle lets her, now, 


have the whole of her yearly inceme, to do 
| what 
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at ſhe pleaſes with. And can the plead 
. r 

Cel. Ves, my dear, and would. I doubt not 
on ſuch occaſions, had ſhe as much again; 
for clothes and jewels, and expenſive diver- 
ſions would eaſily devour it all. 

Mel. Well now more plainly than ever 
ſee, that it is not the abundance, but the diſ- 
poſition of mind, that will render perſons 
charitable. | 5 : 
Cel. Tis very true. But to proceed; I 
took my alms, tho' not very thankfully, and 
applied next to Amira, who gave me half a 
crown, and told me that it was the widow's 
mite indeed, for ſhe had not one ſixpence 
more: But, added ſhe, I have a good friend 
to borrow of when I want, and next week 1 
ſhall receive my money. And to come to a 
cloſe of my tour, I finiſhed at Miranda s. 

Mel. IJ have heard ſhe is a very generous 
young lady, and that her pappa grudges no 

expence to oblige her. . 

Cel. You are in the right; but as ſhe is yet 
ſo young, not thirteen, he lets her have but 
a little quarterly, that he may the better 
know how ſhe diſpoſes of it; and as he never 
denies her any thing ſhe can reaſonably defire, 
ſhe is not backward in applying to him. 
When I had told her my buſineſs, ſhe ſaid, 
Indeed, Celia, my purſe is very low, but I'll 
go and borrow ſome of my pappa. Treplied,' 
perhaps it might be hetter for me to take 
what ſhe could, give me. O no, ſays fhe, 
*tis all one for that; to-morrow 1s r 

an 
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and my pappa IS always willing to lend mè if 
come ſhort, eſpecially on ſo good an occa- 
ſion as this. Her pappa coming into the par- 
lour ſoon after ſhe had been to peak to him, 
he ſaid, ſmiling, Pray, Miranda, what is the 
ſum you defire, that l may confider whether 
dare truſt you with it or not? She anſwer'd, 
What you pleaſe, pappa; I told you what * 
was for. Well, ſays he, but you know I 
never ſet the bounds of your charity ; you 
can beſt tell what you are willing to give. 
She replied a crown, if he thought well of it. 
Yes, my dear, ſaid he, and I am glad to ſee 
you are willing, out of your little ſtock, to i 
give ſo large a part to feed the widow and | 
fatherleſs. And to ſhow you how well pleas'd 
| am with it, I'll not only lend you the crown 
you deſire, but here's half a guinea more of 
mine for the ſame uſe : and I hope you will 
give it out of pity and compaſſion to the dit- 
treſſed, and with gratitude and praiſe to that 
God who might have permitted at to have 
been your caſe, inſtead of being able to help, 
feed and clothe them. I ſtaid there pretty 
late, and then returned home very much de- 
lighted with the afternoon's work. 

Mel. Upon my word you have got uns 
fine ſum. + Y 

Cel. Yes, with what we gave at home, 1 
made up above five pounds, twenty ſhillings 
of which my mamma carried her this morn- 
ing, and you cannot think the rapture of joy 
the poor woman was in to fee it, and to hear 
there was ſo much more. She knowing no- 

thing 


: 
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| + thing of my deſign, the ſurprize was too 
great to be expreſſed. 

Mel. It muſt be a joy ful fight Ended. Well, 
my dear Cz/:a, T hope your g 9000 jaſtructions, 
example, and ſucceſs, will animate me to act 
in another manner for the future, than I have 
ever yet done; to conſider that I am not born 
for myſelf alone, nor ought to live wholly to 

myſelf, but daily to think how 1 may be moſt 
uicful to thoſe around me. 
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Between BELINDA and AL MIRA. 


The P E Ac E-M AKER. 


2 


Bel. J Came to aſk you to let me have your 
1 company to $/via's, this afternoon.. 

Al. I ſhould be glad of yours any where 
elſe ; but wonder, Belinda, you can expect it 
there. 

Bel. 1 knew there was a little miſunder- 
ſanding between your but have not you got 
over that ? 

Al. No, indeed, I am not ſuch a tame fool 
as to dangle after thoſe that ſlight me in ſuch 
a manner; tis far from what you call it, tis 


a real affront, that, I think, I ſhould be very 
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too partial to her to be a proper judge. 


bo that of a peace-maker, tis the very top of 
my. ambition; and I hope you will! not be 


F< 4535 


N 


O > 105 * Jai. 


on which our Saviour himſelf has pronounc- 
ed a bleſſing. N IFN 


office; but, in my caſe, I ſee no room for 
the execution of 1t. e eee 
Bel. If you will pay but an equal regard 


nating the direct reverſe, I ſhall not fear 
ſucceeding. "OH N hoe 
Al. I never heard any ill of Letitia in.my 


ly obliging to me, and I took it very kind of 


ny real ones. 


tongue bas; endur'd but for a moment, i 


J 
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Bel. I am ſure my temptation to partiality - 
lies on your fide ; but 1 am far from deſiring 
o aſſume the office of a judge; could l arife. 


8 > 


angry with me for aſpiring after a character . 


Al. No to be fore I ſhan't, tis a very good 


tome in that character I am ſo. ambitious of 
ſuſtaining, as you did to Letitia When perſo- 


life; I am ſure ſhe always carries it extreme 


her to let me know my pretended friends from * | 
Pray what has ſet you againſ. 


Bel. I am not ſet againſt her perſon. God. 5 
ef mind! But her character I muſt own am 


g 
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compariſon of the laſting effects that ſome» 


— 1 = * 1 
2 2% 
#0 a> ", & As # 4 te * N L p \ 
4 SS E #5 
_— n = J % > "i 
F 3 13 * Py . gs, 6 of 33 Of if 
. . . 7, —_— 


* Ld 
2 a 2 hs 


«41 t 
1 R * 


Fe TY 
- 1 
"4 


Ty 


* 


2 22 8 p A 
7-3 4 "TY d * ba . _ F age " 
83 8 * e 
71K „(%%% ũ „ "a o 


— > — — x | av - p 
d4 EDEN E A —_ 1 ” 
r 424 = 


5% * * L 6 — 8 
* * - ws * % #6! » 2", KY 2 
3 —— — as 4 2 - l 8 2 [St Ae n N FEY "Fs 3 . "> 4 He 1 "Fg, n+ 9 1 15 — e Pa | 
22 wtf,” A Oy Ls 1s ot „ + — — 5 oe 1. — — * = 4- p 9 wal F . — — — 
F : * —— — p - _ — . — — I 
8 A * a v7 Good 4 
G - : _— ; 4 4 


* 


86 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 


| times attend theſe ſowers of ſtrife, theſe whiſ⸗ 


perers that ſeek to ſeparate chief friends. 
Al, I can't think what you mean by all 
this, pray explain your ſelf; did not Zila go and 
ſlander Mephibeſheth-to David Can you prove 
that ſhe has flander'd you and Silvia? =» 
Bel. It is above two years ago, when we 
were you know very young, that ſhe was for 
a time a companion of mine; but I had then 
like to have loſt entirely one of my beſt friends 
through ſome ſtories ſhe raiſed of me, which 
at firſt gain'd ſo much credit with her as to 
create a ſhyneſs between us; but ſhe, having 
a mind truly formed for friendſhip, inſtead 
of breaking the acquaintance, - ſent for me, 
and told me that ſhe heard Thad ſaid fuch B 
and ſuch things of her: now, added ſhe, you 
cannot, Belinda, think but I muſt take it very 
ill of yon, and that has cauſed the reſerve you 
muſt have taken notice of; but as you know 
my temper” is always to be open and ſpeak 
my mind freely, I could not be eaſy til] L had 
done it. I replied, by aſking her whether 
Letitia was not her author She could not 
deny it, but ſcem'd loth to own it, and faid, 
Why ſhould I think of her? 1 told her for a 
very good reaſon, becauſe I perfectly remem- 
bered that one day ſhe ſaid thoſe very things 
to me that were now repeated, and as near as 
I could recolle& in the very words; that,! 
was ſo far from ever ſaying any thing like it, 
that I check'd her for ſuch ſurmiſes, which 
J told her I was fully perſuaded were ſo 
ther groundleſs; and deſir'd, for her full 


Conv iction, I wight afiert it before Letitia 
herſelf. 
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herſelf. On this, taking me: by the hand in 


a moſt friendly manner, the ſaid, Dear Belinda, 
there is no need of chat, for, as L have no 
diſtruſt of your veracity, I can believe you, 
0 am very glad I took this freedom with 
1 faid I was ſure, ſo was J, as by this 
Cs hoped I had regain'd my friend, and 
diſcover'd a backbiter in the diſguiſe of: one. 


We parted in the moſt amicable manner, and 
continued in love and friendſhip till ĩt pleaſed 
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God to remove her, which was about a * "i 


after. 0 1770 | 5 


. 1 3 indeed, now * at you 


(for ſuſpecting Letitia may have done me a like 


ill office with Silvia, fince ſhe is capable of | 


ſuch falſhood and dere e 1 cquld not 
have imagined. | 


Bel. You know from the firſt: 1 ſuſpected | 


it, but now I can, as I before told youziprove 
it. For being griev'd to think Silvia ſhould 
loſe Fen friendſhip and eſteem, through ſuch 

detracter, I reſolv d to aſk Amaſiu what 


a ba 
that converſation was; as ſhe is you know, a 
diſintereſted perſon in che affair, und one to 
be depended on. 


Al. I know the is, and ie WS hes Sch 4 


was talking, as Lelitia told ine, which vext 


me ſo much the more, as I could not think 
what her end in it could be, ualeſs it was to 
keep Amaſia from contracting an intimacy 
with me, which the well knew I wanted, by 


making her ſenfible I was below her notice; 
and I Thoughts: the mutt herſels take 1 it in that 

light. 01 ns 
"Bel. Pu tell you how ſhe wok, ir, and what 
3 . 
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the whole affair was. Amajia ſaid, talking of 
acquaintance, I think, Silvia, no one is hap- 
pier than you in this reſpect. To which Sl 
via replied, the had great reaſon to be thank- 

ful for her lot on this account; for ſhe be- 
lieved *twould be hard to find ſuch another 
Eknot of pious, ingenious, and faithful friends, 
as that ſhe had the honour to make one of, 
tho' below: moſt of them. To which Leitiaf 
in her ſmart way, turning to Amaſia, ſaid, I 
am glad, Silvia, in her great modeſty, has not 
ſet herſelf quite at the bottom, even belowf 
Brlinda. Silvia immediately replied, That [ 
mall very readily do, for tho' Belinda is, I 
grant, placed by her fortune below me, ſhe is 
my ſuperior by birth, and ſo much more ſo 
in valuable endowments, as makes me look] 
upon my acquaintance with her, one of the 
greateſt bleſſings of my life. We have known 
and. loved each other from our (infancy, and 
had ſhe not been half ſo deſerving of eſteem 
as ſhe is, I hope I ſhould not have diſcover' dg 
ſo much pride as to break off our intimacy, 

| becauſe Providence has ſo unexpectedly added 
to what I was likely to have. This was, faid 
Amaſiu, to iny beft remembrance, the whole 
that paſs'd on that ſubject; and I took ſuch 
particular notice of Letitia's inſinuating and 
detracting way of ſpeaking, as made me loo 
on her with coldneis the reſt of the time; as 
that humility, good nature, and ſincere friend- 
ſhip Sui difcover'd, raiſed my efteem of her 
to a far higher pitch. I then told her the 
reaſon of my taking the freedom to aſk her 
concerning it. She was aſtoniſh'd to w_ oi 
. that 
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that ſo young a creature could be arrived to 
ſo great a height of wickednels, as to delight 
in making lies out of the ſpite and malice of 
her heart; for ſhe could ſee no views of any 
profit ſhe could propoſe, by thus trying to 
ſow di ſcord amongſt thoſe that love as bre- 
thren, And now, whether Silvia or Letitia be 
the guilty perſon, I call upon You, e to 
judge: 19 

A. Dear Belinda, I return you many thanks 
for the pains you have taken to diſcover to 
me my own wretched credulity and Letitia's 
perfidliouſnefs. dhe has, as you iaid, indeed 

rov'd a Ziba to me, robbing me of a friend 

whom I valu'd, I believe, far more than Da- 
vid did Acphibsfhetb, for his friendſhip ro him, 
think, ſeems. to be chiefly for Jonathan 
ſake, but mine was for her own. _ ; 

Bel. What do you mean by loſing your | 
friend, now you are ſatisfied. there 1s-no-ob- - 
Kruction in the wy to your going with,me ? © i 

A. Oh Belinda]! you are miſtakeng had I 
been ſo wiſe as to hearken to you at firſt, this 
might have been the caſę, but alas! this ſeem⸗ 
ingly g croſs affront blew up all the remaining 
ſparks of pride into a full blaze, and I wrote 
her a very angry letter, wherein I told her 
that I ſhould no longer give her the mortifica- 
tion of aſſociating with one ſo much beneath 
her; that though ſhe knew not well how to. . 
break off, I did. I ſent it two days ago, but 
have had no anſwer. _ by 

Bel. I muſt'own I was very ſorry to find . 
vou had carried your reſentmeat ſo far, before 


| = had ps fuller of of rJotk groudd for it. 
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A. Why, how came you to know of my 
writing? Have you ſeen her? | 
Bel. Ves, I came from her to you; ſhe 
gaſk'd me what I e co of it, faying, You 
| - cannot think the uneaſineſs it has given me, 
it muſt certainly be founded on ſome miſtake, 
for I am very poſitive I could never be capa- Wi 

ble of ſaying any thing ſo very foreign to my 
thoughts. I have been going to write to her; 
then I imagin'd *twould be better to ſee her, 
and hear what ſhe ſaid; but as I found ſhe 
was ſo very warm, I concluded to ſtay a few 
days longer to let her cool a little, but I can't 
think of loſing her friendſhip fo, nor of let- 
ting my character lie aſpers'd, even in her ima- 
gination, for want of a Que vindication of | 

my own innocence. I then told her ſhe might 
make herſelf eaſy on her own account, for I 
had found out the ſower of this diſcord, and 
gave her the relation of the fact. She expreſs'd 
the utmoſt joy at this diſcovery, and ſuitable 
reſentment againſt the offender ; but, ſays ſhe 
I own it grieves me much to think my dear 
Almira ſhould give credit to a report that caſt 
ſuch a blemiſh on her old and long- tried 
friend, without ever giving me an hearing: 
T could not have parted with her ſo cafily. 
Here the tears trickled down. 
Al. 1 richly deſerve theſe reflections, I ac- 
knowledge, and my character muſt. now ap- 
pear as contemptible in her Aght, as, when W 
- you came in, her's did in mine, which made] 
me ſay I had by my folly, pride, and paſſion 
ata friend eke 7 5 DEG HEY 
Bel. No, far from it, Pl aſſure you, my 
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has no reſentment againſt you, and that grief 
which the ſtrength of her love excites, only 


makes her the more deſirous of ſeeing you, 


that there may be a perfect reconciliation. 1 
could not well come this morning, but ſhe 
would take no denial, begging 1 would unde- 
ceive you, and bring you thither with me 
this afternoon. _ 

Al. Moſt willingly will J go, tho' 1 know 
not how I ſhall bear up in her preſence under 
the juſt accuſations of my own mind, join'd 
with thoſe upbraidings of an injured friend [ 
muſt expect to meet. 

Bel. You have no cauſe for fear on FS 
head; Silvia may expoſtulate, but ſhe will not 
upbraid; ſhe is too mild and good to carry it. 
to to any one, eſpecially one that ſhe ſees 
condemns herielf, A bare acknowledgment 
will I am ſure be ſufficient. | 

A. I know it, my dear, I know it fall 
well, that Silvia is all condeſcenſion and good- - 
nels; but kow inexcuſable does this. render 
the unworthy ſuſpicions I have entertain'd of 
ner? And how much does it condemn the 
different part I have acted in this affair? 


Well might the wiſe man ſay, the diſcretion _ 4 I 


of a man deferreth his anger. Thus res, © 
has ſhe acted; whereas, on the contrary, I 
who have anſwered a matter before I had ſuf- 
ficiently heard its find 1 it to be folly and ſhame | 
to me. 5 

Bel. As we can no ways recal the paſt, the \ 
only true wiſdom would be to draw ſome pro- 
ftable inſtructions from our flips. And ſure 


in t inſtance we may plainly ſee the N 
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we have of caution and circumſpection; that 
we may guard as much as. poflible againſt 
thoſe who flatter with their mouths; whilſt 
miſchief is in their hearts. | 

Al, And I am ture, I ought to dent to 
guard againſt paffing raſh and haſty judgment 
on my friends; and to anſwer. both thele de- 
- fgns, which I ſee are ſo reaſonable, and will 
be fo uſeful. 1 hope I ſhall make the book 
of Proverbs more my ſtudy than I have ever 
done, though it has been ſo often recommend- 
ed to me. And may God, of his rich grace, 
grant me that wiſdom which is proper to di- 
rect my way, and regulate my temper. 


-N --- -- r 70 
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/ Between Myra and PHILOMELA, on a paſſi- 
onate Temper. 


Myr. J Am very glad to ſee you, Philonitla. 
Phi. Pray, Myra, are you not well! 
1 uam ſurpriz'd to fee you look to. 

Myr, Yes, very well, I thank you. 

Phi. Nay, but ſomething is the matter, I 
am ſure. Why you ſeem to be all in a trem- 
ble. Have you been frighten'd > 

Myr. No. Tis nothing but my ſiſter and 
I have had a little tiffe, and the croſs ſlut has 
made a ſtory of it to my mamma; ſo ſhe takes 
her part, and is very angry with me; but you 
have luckily come in to ſave me from a long 
lecture, and I hope I ſhall hear no more of it, 
I fuppoſe I may look a little diſcompoſed, for 


1 never ſaw my mamma ſo angry in 0 v7 
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mild and peaceable diſpoſition. . 


pleas'd, as moſt folks are; and ſhe is ſuch a 
favourite, that few people offer to diſpleaſe her, 
which now and then however venture to do; 
and having happen'd to do it to-day, ſhe is 
gone crying to my mamma; which give her 
her due, I never knew her do before, and ſhe _ 
{hall get nothing by it now, that I'll aſſure her. 

Phi. Dear Myra, will you be ſo good as to 
bear with me, if I ſpeak my mind freely 2. ' 

Myr. I affure you I will, for I am very ſen 
ible of the regard you have for me. 

Phi. Then | mutt tell you, I fear you have 
been much to blame in your behaviour to E. 
vira, and J have a great while wanted to find 
an opportunity of talking to youon this ſubject. 

Myr. Wherein am I wrong? Would you 
have me, becauſe I am a year younger than 
the, be a ſlave to all her humours? hat I'll - 
never be. 

Phi. 1 am as far from deſiring it, as you 
can be from doing it; but I muſt own I never 
obſerv'd any thing in her that look'd like hu- 
mour or caprice: I have often thought ſne 
has ſhown a remarkable command of her tem- 
per when we have been warm with her. 5 

Afr. I find you are like the reſt, ſo partial 
in her favour that I am not like to get much 
by complaining Ah you. 

Phi. Nay, my dear, if I am govern'd. by 2 
partiality, it muſt I am ſure draw-me over to 
your fide. *Tis we that have paſt our years 

of childhood and carlicſt e together; 
when | 


Pbi. I always took Elvira to be of a very | 1 


Myr. She is good-humour'd, When ſhe i 2 
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1 


know, as a ſtranger to me; but between ws 


fear you have never duly. reflected on the 


for all theſe petty jars. 


ſpoke has been from the obſervations I have 
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when we came from ſchool, Elvira was, you 


has been a long, and, I hope, a laſting friend- 
ſhip; and *tis only the ſtrength of my affec- 
tion for you, that could bear me out in the 
performance of this moſt diſagreeable office of 
true friendſhip. I love you 0 hncerely, and 
ſo ardently, that I can't help deſiring you 

might be freed from any irregularity 1 in tem- 
per or conduct, that tends to ſhade and ob- 
ſcure the many amiable qualities you poſſeſs. 
I have heard you own you were paſſionate, but 


evil of indulging ſuch a temper... 
Myr. Yes, I know 1 am haſty, as well: ag 
ou can tell me; but I can no more help that, 
an, I ſuppoſe, Elvira can help crying when 
we diſagree; ſhe ſhows her reſentment in her 
way, and J in mine; that is all the difference 
I know; I believe we are equally vext. 
Phi. 1 rather think Zlvira's tears flow from 
orief, for ſhe ſeems to be extremely fond of 
ou; and I don't doubt but you love her too, 


Myr. Love her, yes I love her enough, at 
leaſt T have done ſo, but if ſhe goes on to 
ſerve me as ſhe has done to-day, and make 
my mamma angry with me, ſhe will ſoon 
wean me quite. 

Pbi. As to this affair I can ſay nothing; 
becauſe am a ftranger to it; what I have 
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made, and as 1 could plainly perceive you 
were greatly ruffled, I concluded it might be 


ſomewhat like the uſual occations of razling 
| your 
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your paſſion ; and 5 fear, indeed, that this 
foible of yours is gaining ſtrength, as I never 
ſaw you appear ſo diſcompoled with it Pan 5 
nor do you ſeem yet quite recover'd. / 
yr. I believe, indeed, I never was more 
provok'd, and you ſhall be judge whether it. 
was witheut occahon. As we were riſing, I 
ſaid I would aſk my mamma to let us go. to 
ſee Arpatia to-day, She replied, T heard her 
ſay laſt night that ſhe ſhould ſend to Sophro- 
na, and then I muſt ſend to Lucinda, we being 
engag'd you know when they would have. 
come. I told her to-morrow would do as well 
for that, and I had rather go out to-day, 
therefore [ would aſk : with that ſhe return'd, 
then only aſk for yourſelf, pray, for you will 
be to go by yourſelf; I ſhan't you may be 
ſure, end for Lucinda, and leave her when 
I have done; nor ſhall I omit ſending with. . 
my mamma, I am ſure that would be ver 
range. I told ker ſhe made great difficulties 
where there were none at all, for I meant that 
they ſhould neither of them be ſent to, till 
to-morrow, She replied, Indeed I ſhan't put 
my mamma by, by aſking to go out, for I had 
much rather have  Licinda's company, which 
[long to enjoy, and it won't look handſome 
to my mamma: you may do as you pleaſe, 
This provok'd me extremely indeed, becauſe 
[thought ſhe only did it to croſs me; and I. 
ſaid 'twas very hard I muſt always be kept as 
an underling, and treated like a baby by her 
that I would have my will ſometimes as well 
as ſhe, and would not bear it as I had done. 
dhe replied, you may have it always as well 
as I, if you will do as I do, and fall in chear- 
fully 


* * 


. able to remember what 1 ſaid ; but I know 
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fun Wiek whatever is my mamma's pleaſure. 

In hort, one word brought on another, and 
I muft own J was at length too warm to be 


nothing of ring any thing fo very groſs as 
' the pretends 1 did. I believe I told her ſhe 
need not pretend to teach as well as govern 
me, for J would neither learn of her nor be 
ruled by her. And J might have, perhaps, 
gone on longer, but I thought 1 heard m 
mamma coming up; ſo as ſoon as I could, 
I went down; and when a while after, I went 
to aſæ my mamma to go, ſhe told me ſhe 
would confider of it ; which I wonder'd at; 
but a little before you came in, ſhe call'd me 
into her chamber, ind told me fthe was ſur- 
priz'd I ſhould atk her ſuch a queſtion, after 
the treatment l had given Elvira about this 
affair. She was in hopes when my paſſion had 
been over, I would have confider'd better of 
it. And as I had not, fhe thought proper to 
take ſome notice of it, and ſhew me the un- 
reaſonablencis of my conduct. But your 
coming has happily ſaved me from the reſt. 
Phi. Well, my dear, I greatly approve of 
the ſincerity with which you have told your 
ſtory ; which is a virtue I always obſerv'd 
very conſpicuous in all your words and ac- 
tions, but at the ſame time muſt own that I 
am ſurpriz'd to ſee you not yet enough miſ- 
treſs of your temper, to conſider that the light 
in which you have placed your own conduct, 
is ſuch as muſt make it appear, as your mam- 
ma ſaid, moſt unreaſonable, even in the eyes 
of thoſe who are much leſs capable of making 
a true judgment of things than Myra is: but 
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as you ſo rejoice that you got free from your 
mamma's lecture, and are above being taught - 
by Eluira, you will doubtleſs think me very 
impertinent in my remarks, and therefore 
begging your pardon for this freedom, I'll” 
trouble you no more now, as I ſee the ſubject 
is ſo diſpleaſing. e e 
Mr. Indeed, Philomela, I take all you have 
ſaid, kindly of you, and am ſenfible I have the 
moſt need to aſk pardon for the haſty manner 
in which I have taken you up. 1 am now 
grown cool, and 1 hope I ſhall hear with a 
due attention whatever you have to ſay to we. 
and therefore beg you would go on, and con- 
vince me if you can wherein I have been in 
the wrong, That it would be better not to 
fall into a paſſion on any provocation, if I 
could help it, I will readily own; but that 
] had no reaſon to reſent my ſiſter's treatment, 
] can't ſee. Pr: | 
Phi. Since it is at your own defire I, pro- 
ceed, J hope you will not be offended at my 
ſetting this caſe before you in the light in 
which I view it; which may alſo tend to con- 
vince you, how much your paſſion blinds your 
judgment in others. If you reflect, you can't 
but own that it was moſt reaſonable that your 
mamma ſhould chuſe her day for viſitors. 
Mr. That's true: but then if ſhe had 
conſented to alter it, there would be no harm 


in my aſking her, and I ſhould be the ame ä 


if ſhe did not, as I am now. "5," 
Phi. No, my dear, I think there is a great 
difference between doing a thing becauſe.you 
know *tis your mamma's pleaſure 5 and be- 
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cauſe yon are obliged to do it, and can't help 
yourſelf. | CCC 
Ar. Indeed I never conſider'd that before; 
for I always thought if I had my mamma's M 
conſent for any thing it was enough, never 
minding whether ſhe was pleaſed with it or MW 
not; as, I believe, I ſhould have done: And 
to be ſure had I in this caſe; it might have 
kept me from quarreling with Elvira; but 
this does not excuſe her for making miſchief, 


| by telling my mamma. „ 
* Phi. Perhaps here you may be too haſtygin 
your cenſure of her; if ai on 
her crying, ſhe might be obliged to tell the 
- occaſion 3 are you ſure it was not ſoꝰꝛ' 
Myr. No, indeed I am not; and upon ſe- 
cond thoughts, I believe it might be ſo for J 
+ heard my mamma go into our room not long 
after. And if ſo, I have wronged. her. 
- Phi. J am, my dear, extremely pleaſed to 
fee you lie ſo open to convittion ; and TI hope 
from this inſtance you will have ſuch a vier 
as you never before had of the force of paſſion 
to blind the judgment, and the fatal conſe- 
quences that attend the being led captive by 
it, ſince upon cool reflection you thus ſtan 
felf-condemn'd as to the wlfole of this affair. 
Myr. You ſay right, and I own your re 
flections juſt ; but can you tell me how tc 
help it, and how to cure this evil in my tem 
per? The fight of my folly, or the effect: 
of it, will do me no good if I cannot avoid it 
I have been often vext at myſelf when my 
paſſion was over, and ſorry for what I hav 
ſaid or done in it, and wiſh'd I were of you 


temper a hundred times. Pht 
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Phi. Mine! Alas, Myra, mine is too near 


a-kin to your's, to be a proper object of your 


wiſhes. This is the foible 1 have been chief- 
ly combatting with, and ſtriving to gain = 
conqueſt over, ever fince I was ME On of 


making reflections on it. 


Myr. What! Philomela paſſionate ; > Sure it 


can't be | I never ſaw nor heard any thing 
like it in you. Certainly you miſtake your 
temper, or you have had ſome uncommon art 
to conceal it. 


* Phi, I don't miſtake my temper; ; Ru, 


had, and ſtill have, at times, but too plain 


proof of it, I am ſenſible, indeed, that I never 


was ſo apt to take fire om every rrifling occa- 
hon, as ſome are; and J believe 'twas chieff 
owing to this that it was fo little diſcern'd in 
my years of childhood. And in my ve 
early youth, finding the uneaſineſs theſe tem- 
peſts when raiſed frequently gave me, I ſet 
myſelf with vigour and reſolution to lay them 
at their firſt riſing. And by watching, and 
pray ing, and ſtriving againſt it, I have, I bleſs 
God, in part, tho' far from compleatly, ſub- 
dued it; for ſtill, alas! it often raiſes ſuch 
ſtorms in my breaſt as greatly ruffle and diſ- 


compoſe my thoughts, which is the matter 


of my conſtant grief. But the ſucceſs with 


which my attempts have been bleſs'd, has 


made me long defirous of taking ſome oppor- 
tunity of putting you on a like experiment, 
and I hope this will prove the proper ſeaſon. 


Myr. Dear Philomela, be my inſtructor, and 
let :ne know what tis J 2M to do; for I think- 


ſhould ſtick at no pores if 1 could hope 
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ever to attain, ſo far as Yo have. done, this 
happy art. 

Phi. Tis more than time I was gone, my 
mamma will wonder at my ſtay; for I talk d 
only of juſt ſtepping to ſpeak to you. I hope 
1 ſhall ſee you at our houſe. before the week 
is out, and then, if you defire it, we will talk 
that part over more at large. | 
Sr. Well, but pray, before you go, tell 

me what are the fir ſteps I am to take; for 1 
am reſolv'd, thro? divine aſſiſtance, to begin 


from this very day, if I know but how. 


Phi. You are got farther than the firſt ſtep 
already, I'll aſſure you, Myra. 

Myr. What do you mean? Ihave done no- 
thing towards it yet. 

Phi. Yes, my dear, a great deal have you 
done. The conviction of a fault is always 
reckon'd the firft ſtep to reformation. 

Ayr. Then I am got over that ſtep, I am 
ſure ; I am fully ſenſible of my failings in 
this reſpect. 

Pbi. But you have advanced 3 as you 
not only defire, but reſolve, by the grace of 
God, to amend ; now this, 1 think, a conſi- 
derable progreſs ; ; as this conviction and theſeY 
reſolutions will, if kept up with the ſame 
warmth on your mind, 1 doubt not, lead you 
to confeſs and bewail your fin before God, to 
1mplore pardon for it thro* Chriſi, and to pray 
with frequency, earneſtneſs, and importunity, 
for thoſe aſſiſtances of his grace, which are 
neceſſary to ſtrengthen you for the important 
work. And 1 would recommend to you the 


careful ſtudy of the Proverbs, where 7 
n 
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find what will be a daily antidote againſt paſ- 
ſion, and an incentive to meekneſs. 2 

Mr. I know not how to expreſs my ſenſe 
of this inſtance of your N Adieu. 


een. 
DIALOGUE XIII. 


W 0: the Means of ſubduing a paſſionate Temper. 


BETWEEN the SAME. 


Phi, EAR Myra, this ſpeedy return to 
my viſit, gives me a double pleaſure, 
as with the delight your company always 
vielded me, I have the ſatisfaction of finding 
my unuſual freedom has not loſt my friend ; 
which had I not been too much afraid of, I 
had not delayed ſo long ſpeaking to you. 
Myr. I think that was a groundleſs fear; 
for had you not, by your kind endeavours, 
convinc'd my judgment of the reaſonableneſs. 
of a contrary behaviour, and been the happy 
means of inſpiring my breaſt with thoſe fixt 
reſolutions I now have, thro” divine affiſtance, 
to labour after attaining to it ; I hope I ſhould 
not have been ſo weak as to reſent what muſt 
have appear'd to me a friendly attempt. - But 


| 1 thought the time long, till I could fee you 


again, to repeat my thanks, and defire your 
farther aſſiſtance. 

Phi, Lam a very poor affiſtant indeed, but 
ſhall gladly afford you what little EW 1 am 


capable of giving you. 
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Mr. I look upon you. as peculiarly quali- 
fied for this office, becauſe I find you can 
ipeak from experience, and therefore whatever 
has been ſerviceable to you on this account, 
may. by the bleſſing of God have the ſame 
happy effect on me. And I have found your 
firſt directions not altogether uſelets. I have 
not only read over the Proverbs, but made a 
collection of all the ſcriptures againſt anger, | 
and recommending a contrary diſpoſition ; 
and the view of them thus together has given 
me ſuch a fight of the deformity and fatal 
conſequences "of paſſion, and the beauty and 
excellency of meckneſs, that were I not fo 
fully convinced as I am of my fin againft 
God, in indulging this temper, I think IS 
ſhould be exciter] to make ſome attempts after | 
a conqueſt over it. 
Phi, I any very glad to hear that you, ſee 
this matter in ſo true a light. But pray did 
your mamma take any far ther notice to you 
of that affair, 
Ar. Yes the did. That evening ſhe took 
me into her chamber again, and talk d it over 
with me in a very calm and ſerious manner; 
which, as I was before ſelf-condemn'd, I was 
in ſome meaſure prepar'd ſuitably to receive. 
I freely own'd my fault, and told her I hoped 
I ſhould be more upon my guard againſt paſ- 
ſion for the future. Soon after, being along 
with Elvira, I ſaid to her, that I was ſenſible 
T was in the wrong in what occaſioned that 
diſpute in the morning ; but I thought it was 
very unkind in her, to tell it to my mamma. 


She replied, I have to this day ſtrove to hide 
your 
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your faults from her, te keep you from anger? 
and alſo to prevent the increaſe of that con- 
cern which F well know your temper gives 
her; but this I could not, for my mamma 
finding me weeping, and ſuſpecting the cauſe, 
obliged me to tell her the whole ſtory. But, 


added ſhe, as you are ſenfible of the fault, I 


hope you will ſtrive againſt that quickneſs of 
our temper which occaſion'd it, and then 
ou will find the advantage of it, in the con- 
ſtant calm of your own mind, and I the com- 
fort of living in that love and peace with you, 
which has always been my deſire. I ſaid, I 
hope I ſhall endeavour it. 

Phi, 1 don't doubt but you will be enabled 
to make great advances, if you do but keep up 
the ſame ſentiments of the excellence and 1m- 
portance of the work in which you are en- 


gaged, as now ſeem to inſpire your mind. 


Abr. I am ſometimes in hopes I ſhall ; but 
alas] the very next day, no ſooner did a flight 
provocation ariſe, but my paſſion took fre, - 
and all my powers were thrown into the ut- 
moſt diſorder. I had, indeed, juſt command 
enough of myſelf to go away without ſpeaking 
a word. 

Phi. *T was a noble ſtep; for a retreat, in 
this caſe, is far more heroic than to face the 
encmy,tillwe are well aſſur'd we have ſtrength 
to combat with him. This was one of thoſe 
means, I was going to tell you I had found 


the advantage of, as I queſtion not you did. 


Myr, So far I did, that I ſoon grew calm; 
on my retiring and conſidering the nature of 


the offence, I quickly N that the moſt 
| ] could 
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| T'could make of 1t, was a careleſs negle& i in 
my maid ; which, tho' it would be proper to 
take notice of, to goard her ageinſt the like 
for the future, was a crime no ways equal to 
the treatment, my anger, if indulg'd, would 
have given her; as I too well know from fre- 
quent experience on like occaſions. Nay, I 
reflected on it till I was fully convinced that 
my crime, in being ſo ſoon angry, was really 
greater than that which the maid was guilt 
of. And the thought that I had not ſoffer'd 
my paſfian to break out, afforded me a greater 
pleaſure. Vet as it was only conceal'd, not 
extinguiſhed, I was in fear left the guilt were 
the ſame. What do you think of it ? 
Phi. No, by no means. How could the 
guilt be the fame ? You, by thus ſupprefſing 
your paſſion, were kept from all thoſe unguard- 
ed expreſſions which at ſuch times generally are 
plentifully pour'd forth, and often make work 
for bitter repentance. And by thus wiſely re- 
treating, vou avoided what farther Pe 
the occaſion might have preſented; and, 
own, ſoon regain'd your temper ſo far as to be 
able to reaſon calmly on the matter. ] aſſure 
you, I think this a noble conqueſt for the firſt 
attempt; and even greater than I can ſome- 
times obtain, after ſo many zepeated ones. 
Ahr. Nay, I went a little farther in this 
affair; for when I was thus cool, I calmly 
told my maid of her fault, at which I ſaw the 
girl look'd more ſurpriz'd than ſhe uſed to do 
when I talked to her in my uſual way; and 
preſently owning it, promis'd amendment, 


which promiſe ſhe has hitherto kept. 1 
/ b. 
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Phi. 1 am heartily glad to hear this, for 
the being able to talk coolly on any ſubject 
that was wont to ruffle me, is the greateſt at- 
tainment I have yet been able to make. For 
at firſt, a ſecond or third attempt would be 
apt to produce the ſame effects as the firſt, at 
leaſt in ſome degree. And I wonder nat at 
the ſucceſs on your maid's part, for I haye of- 
ten thought how abſurd a conduct it is to fall 
into a paſſion either with ſervants or children, 
under the notion of ſhewing authority, and 
keeping it up. There being no ſurer way of 
loſing that authority, and rendering the perſon 
contemptible to thoſe that are under them, _ 
Ar. I believe you are in the right, tho I 
never thought of this before. But 1 know 
very well, that when my pappa has been in a 
aſſion wat us or the ſervants, what he has 
ſaid has been only regarded as the effects of it; 
whereas when he has reproved us in a more 
calm but grave or ſolemn way, it has cauſed 
an awful attention. But this to me is matter - 
of the greateſt ſurprize, that ſo good a man as 
I believe my pappa is, ſhould not ſee what to 
me now appears to very plain, that both duty 
and intereſt join to ſtir us up to the utmoſt en- 
deavours to ſubdue theſe exorbitant paſſions ; 
for ſure; if he ſaw this matter in the ſame 
light I now do, he had long ere this got an en- 
tire maſtery over it; whereas I can't perceive "il 
thay the ſtrength of his is at all weaken'd. bi 
Phi, We have before obſerv'd, that that is 
a natural infirmity, and as you then own 'd, 
you thought yourſelf excuſable on that ac- 
count, becaule it was what you could not 
help. 
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help. This is, I believe, but too frequently 
all the reflection that is made upon it, eſpeci- 
ally by young perſons.; that this unhappy tem- 
per gains daily ſtrength by indulgence, and 
fixes itſelf ſo deep, that 'tis like a poiſonous 
plant, which tho' pluck'd up with eaſe at its 
firſt - ſprouting, if neglected till it has taken 
deep rooting in the earth, you may tug and 
tug.1a vain, for there it keeps its hold. And 


1 believe this is the caſe with many ſerious 


perſons, with reſpe& to wy conſtitutional 
vice, and this in particular. You have doubt- 
leſs, heard that noted ſaying concerning one 
juſtly eſteem'd for great eminence in ſome re- 
ſpects, that is to fay, That he had grace 
enough for ten men, but not enough for Am- 
felf. This fin to which he was ſo much in- 
clin'd, this irregular paſſion was ſo deeply 
rooted, that, tho” he pray'd and ſtrove againſt 
it, he was often led captive by it. | 
r. This obſervation of your's is indeed 
very agreeable to what my mamma has often 
told me, that if I did not in ſome meaſure 
ſtrive to govern my paffion whilft I was young, 
I was never likely to get any confiderable con- 
queſt over it. But what ſhe ſaid on this head 
I paid very little regard to, becauſe as ſhe 1s 
of ſo mild and eaſy a temper, I thought ſhe 
was talking of what ſhe was an utter ſtranger 
to; and becauſe ſne was not provoked to fall 
into a paſſion on any occaſion, did not know 
how difficult it was for young perſons of ſo 
different a temper to avoid it; much leſs did 
I imagine it could be more fo, for one grown 
up to lome maturity in knowledge and expe- 
rlence. 5 e 
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Phi. Our taſk in keeping under, and la- 


bouring to expel theſe turbulent gueſts, is ſo 


hard, that were it not for the encouragement 
we have to pray and hope for a ſtrength ſupe- 


rior to our own, we might be tempted. to ſit 


down in deſpair ; but we well know cuſtom, 
long cuſtom, adds great ſtrength to any habit, 
and coaſequently we have to deal with very 
weak and impotent foes, when compared with 
thoſe who begin the aflault in elder life. 

yr. But theſe fame aſſiſtances which we 
muſt receive, could ſurely ſubdue their paſh+ 
ons, tho' fo much {ſtronger ; for what can be 
too hard for all- powerfull g grace? Therefore I 
cannot ſtill help wond' ring that to many good 
people ſhould yet diſcover this temper to ſo 
great a degree, and eſpecially my pappa; who, 


by what I have heard him ſay, was religious 


very young: But perhaps he we on as 1 
did, without ſeeing the evil of it. 

Phi. Tis very likely he did, and was not 
ſo happy as to be brought to a ſenſe of it, till 
it grew ſtrong and ſtubborn. And though the 


grace of God is indeed able to conquer the 


moſt headſtrong luſt; yet who is there that 
aright applies for thole extraordinary aids 
which fuch a caſe requires, or ſuitably im- 
proves thoſe aids he does receive ? So that this 


is no reflection either gn religion in general, 
or on the peculiar honours of divine grace, 
for we may lay this down as an undoubted 


truth, that God has made nothing our duty, 
which he has not furniſh'd us with ſufficient 
means for performing. Tis therefore, queſ- 
tionleſs, the great fin of thoſe in years, that 
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they are led captive by this enemy; but tho 

we are witneſs to their failings, their frequent 
mournings, their deep repentance on the ac- 
count hereof is hid from us; elſe perhaps we 
ſhould confider them mai e our pity 
than cenſure. 
_ Myr Tis time for me to go, but I muſt 
beg you to give me a few directions, that I 

may have them continually before me. 

hi. I have a diſcourſe on meekneſs, which 

with the bleſſing of God was extremely ſer- 
viceable to me; I will lend it you if you 
pleaſe, as there you will ſee the whole ſubje& 
ſet in a very beautiful and affecting light, and 
find alſo proper direCtions for the attaining 
this ſhining ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is in the fight of God of great 
1 
_ My, How much am J obliged to you for 
this kindneſs! I ſhall read it with no ſmall 


| care, 


0 · - he un ppg upon pint . Fi 
DIALOGUE XIV. 


8 Aux ELIA and SARISSA, on redeemung 
| Time. ws F 


Aur. Jam very glad to ſee you, Sar a; you 
are a great ſtranger at our houſe. 
Sar. I have been prevented by company, 
elſe J had waited on you ſooner: but pray 
are you not well? Or is any thing the matter 


with you? Are you angry I am come —_ ? 
| or 
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For you ſpeak ſo gravely, and look fo thought- * 
fully, that I am ſurprized at it. 

Aur, 1 am well, I blefs' God, and all our 
family; and I am ſure I ſpoke from my heart, 
when I faid I was glad to fee you, for I be-/ 

| lieve Thave wiſhed for you twenty times with- 
in this week paſt ; ſo that none of theſe rea- 

ſons have cauſed any alteration in my counte- 

W oance or ſpeech. But I cannot wonder that 

you ſhould take ſome notice of it, as you 

might imagine *twas ſomething more than 

ordinary, that muſt make {o giddy, thoughtlels 

a creature as I have been, ook or ſpeak g grave- 

F. 20 
JS Pray is the reaſon then a ſecret ? If 1 It 
be, I'll enquire no farther. 

Aur. It has been ſo hitherto, but what I ſo 
much wiſh'd to fee you for was, that I might 
tell you; tho' now you are come, I ſcarce | 
know how to ſpeak my mind. 

Sar. If that be the caſe, | ſhall be impor- 
tunate in my requeſt, as the communicating 
any cauſe of uneaſineſs is oft a great relief. 

Aur. Tis ſo, but I have a farther view in 
ſpeaking to you, as I know you are CON: 
of giving me proper adyice. 

Far. If it be what I could in any reſpect 
ſerve you in, it would give me a great plea- 

ſure; but I am an unfit perſon to be an ad- 
riſer, 1f 1t be a caſe of great importance. 

Aur. Tis indeed a caſe of the laſt ; impor- 
tance to me; yet I know no perſon that I 
could ſpeak to, ſo likely to affiſt me as you. 
And to keep you no longer in ſuſpence, I: will“ 
let you into the true ſtate of the caſe, ® © + 

L About 
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About a week ago a grave, aged miniſter, 
that my pappa uſed to-hear when he was a lad, 
dame to make him a viſit. And a little before 
he went, as ſomebody: ſpoke about paſtimes, 
he took it up, and ſaid he was often greatly 
ſurpriz'd to find that any who profeſſed them- 
ſelves chriſtians ſhould ſeem to be at a loſs 
how to paſs the time away, and could think 


of no better employment for that purpoſe, WM 


than mere idle amuſements or vain diverſions. 
Then turning to me, who fat next him, he 
took me by the hand and ſaid, Young lady, 
excuſe my freedom, and pray take this from 
an old man's mouth, which may perhaps be 
remember'd when I am in my grave; that 


Time is one of the richeſt talents which you 


are intruſted with, and for thg improvement 
of which you are accountable to God ; that 
'tis given you to prepare for eternity; and 
that if you trifle or ſquander away the preſent 
Now, you know net whether you ſhall be 
ſpared to an Hereafter. Remember therefore, 
now thy Creator, and thy Redeemer, in the 
days of thy youth, and let theſe ſprightly, 
vigorous powers with which you are ſo libe- 
rally endow'd, be laid out with alacrity in the 
nobleſt purſuits 5 God's glory, and the ſecur- 
ing and furthering your own everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. My pappa thank'd him for his ex- 
Hortation, and faid, I pray Gad it may be 
deeply impreſs'd on her heart, which would 
make me one of the happieſt of fathers. I 
ſcarce knew how to contain myſelf, I was ſo 
much affected. It was not the expreſſions fo 
much that mov'd me, for the ſame 1 
2 . N a 
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I had, to be ſure, heard many times before ; 
few having had both the value and importance 
of time ſet before them more frequently than 
I. But the gravity of the good old gentleman, 
the ſolemnity with which he ſpake, the un- 
uſualneſs of ſuch an addreſs to me, with what 
my pappa ſaid, ſeem'd all to conſpire to force 
a way for theſe truths to enter into my heart 
and fix there, For indeed I have been capa- 
ble of thinking on little elſe ever ſince. ** 7 

Sar. I don't wonder that you are in an un- 
uſual manner impreſt on the occafion, as there 
was ſomething in it that tended peculiarly to 
zwaken the attention, and ſtrike upon the 
paſſions. And as the impreſſions ſtill con- 
tinue, I think 'tis a good ground of hope that 
God, who works by what means, and in 
what way he pleaſes, has taken the opportu- 
nity of this awakening call, to rouſe you up 
to a vigorous purſuit of your beſt intereſts; 
which indeed I have often fear'd you were 
too regardleſs of, and I wanted to talk with 
you about it. . 

Aur. Oh Sar iſſa ! too regardleſs did you 
ſay? Why I have been entirely fo. Why 
were you not ſo kind as to ſpeak to me? It 
may be I might have attended to what you 
had ſaid, and thereby you might have been 
the happy means of preventing my miſpend- 


ing all my time as I have done. 


* 
of 


Sar. Indeed I have no proper excuſe te 
make for. myſelf ; none but what I may be: 
aſham'd to tell. Sometimes [I have been afraid 
you would take it ill; but this I well know, . } Þ 
{ ought to have ventur'd. Sometimes a faulty 
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backwardneſs to talk on ſuch ſubjeQts hin- 
der'd me. And ſometimes, (tho' I had in 
my own mind reſoly'd on it beforchand) when 
the. time came, I have, inſtead thereof; encous 
raged and carried en the trifling diſcourſe that 
was begun; and ſo join'd too willingly with 
you in the waſte of our precious hours. The 
review of which has occaſioned, me melan- 
choly reflections in my retirement. 
Ausr. Oh Sarifſa!, Had I but improved my 
time as you have done, I had been happy ! | 4 
/ Sar. Alas! You are widely miſtaken in 
me. I have a great deal of miſpent time to 
reflect upon with grief, beſides what I have 
mention'd as waſted with you; many precious 
hours that I have trifled away, which ought 
0 have been employed in furniſhing my mind 
with knowledge, for Which I have ſo great 
advantages; or in what might be otherwiſe 
ſerviceable to myſelf, or thoſe around me. 
Aur. Suppoſing theſe ſelf- accuſations of 
your” s were, juſt, yet what I faid is true, How 
happy ſhould I be, had I only ſome miſim- 
proved time to reflect on! Whereas 1 have 
waſted all mine! And is it not a very fad 
thing to think on, that I ſhould live to tlie 
age of near fifteen, without ever once ſeriouſſy 
reflecting for what purpoſe my time was given 
me, ok once conſidering the awful aecount I 
muſt have to render, Thould my Judge now 
ſummon me to his bar? 
Sar. I own 'tis ſad; and ſuch ; a conduct 
calls for ſimere and deep repentancde. 
Aur. But dear Sariſſa, to tell you all my 


mind freely, I muſt let you know, that 5 _ 
W'c 
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filed with ſuch diſtreſſing fears left I ſnould 


de ſpeedily call'd to give up my dreadful a- 


count, that I know not what to do. I can't 
think mine looks like repentance, it rather 
appears to be only the effects of terror, and 


dread of puniſhment, Pray tell me, is there 8 


any hope for me? 135 
Sar. Hope! my dear; yes, and abundant 
ground of thankfulneſs and praiſG. 


Aur. Wherein? I can ſee nothing, nor 
think of any thing, but what fills me with 
amazement and diftreſs. This I know, that 
] have ſpeat all my time as if it were my own, 
to be employ'd juſt as my own vain and fool- 
iſh 1maginations prompted, without employ- 
ing one hour in {ſerious thought, either of 
the duty I owedto God or man. And there- 
fore what room for thankfulneſs can there be? 
Sar. You ought, inſtead of filling your 
mind with theſe diſtreſſing fears, which unfir 
you for due reflection, to confider what a 
mercy *tis that God has thus long borne with 


You, and now, not only given you time and 


ſpace for repentance, but alſo in ſo remarka- 
ble a way call'd you to it, and by his own 
Spirit excited and awaken'd you, from thar 
tecurity in which you before lay. Banifh 
therefore from your breaſt all thoſe terrifying 
thoughts, which are indeed fo far from bemg 


2 part of that repentance to which you are by 
the goſpel call'd, that they, whilſt indulg'd, 
are fatal obſtacles in the way of it. The 
ſenſe of fin that jeads to true repentance is to 
be accompanied with ſuch an apprehenſion f 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, as may incline * 
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heart, with grief for and hatred of fin, to turn 
from it to God, and inſpire firm purpoſes of, 

and mbavoursn after new and better obedi-.. 1 

ence to the divine commands. Fi bo 

Aur. I think I may fay 1 find Wenige of 
theſe diſpoſitions in my mind; but I have 

been afraid to entertain hopes that there Was 

mercey for ſuch a ſinner as I have been. 

Sar. Has not God expreſſly promiſed, that: 
he that confeſſeth, and forſaketh his fins, ſhall 
find mercy ? And is not the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſufficient to eleanſe from all fin > 

-Aur. Theſe very ſcriptures have come into 
| my thoughts, when I was almoſt overwhelm'd, 
and ſeem'd to ſtay up my mind for a little 
time; but then when I reflected again on the 
agg ravation of my guilt, that, I had fin'd a- 
gainft inſtructions, reproofs, and awful warn- 
Ings in the ſudden death of a dear ſchoolfellow, 
and ſince of a dearer ſiſter, both younger dn 
I, I fear'd that awful threatning more juſtly 
belong d to me, He that being often reprov'd, 

hardneth his heart, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy'd 
and that without remedy : : and then my fears 
return'd. 

Sar. This was plainly a rl of the 
devil, to draw you off from taking that com- 
fort the promiſes of God call'd you | to receive: 
'Therefore be no longer faithleſs, but believe, 
that he who has promis'd that whoſoever 
comes to him he will in no wiſe caſt them out, 

will be far from rejecting one that thus early 
applies to him; for he has for the encourage- 
ment of ſuch in particular, ſaid, Thoſe hes 

ſeek him * {hall 125 him. * 

ur 
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Aur, What do you mean by early? You: 
know I am not a year younger than you, and 
you have to my knowledge for ſome years paſt, 
improv'd your time for the moſt valuable pan 
poſes; whereas all mine is loſt. . 
Sar. I mean as I ſaid, that *tis early in 

| compariſon of multitudes round about, Who 
go on thoughtleſsly waſting all the prime of. 
youth; nay employing their golden hours, 
and moſt ſprightly and noble, faculties, f in the 
meaneſt and P*baſeſt ſervices. Whereas you 
have this farther ground of thankfulneſs, that 
you have not been left to fall into many of 
the too common vices of childhood and youth; | 
ſuch as diſobedience to parents, lying, ſtub- f 
bornneſs, paſſion, or ill- nature, pride, or idle- 
neſs; ſome or all of which are too apparent, 
frequently in thoſe of your age. And tho“ 
you have not practis'd the oppoſite virtues, 
that 1s to lay, obedience, truth and fincerity ; 
a yielding diſpoſition, meekneſs, and good- 
humour; bumility, affability and diligence, 
with that view to the command of God, and 
as parts of that duty which as a chriſtian is 
enjoin'd you by your great Lord and Maſter, 
which I hope will be the governing principle 
with you in all your conduct for the future 
yet the advantages ariſing from this reſtrain-! 
ing grace of God you have ſo largely receiv'd, 
have been many and great, and call for your 
thankful acknowledgments. How many fins 
have you been hereby prevented from com- 
mitting, which would now have been like ſharp 
arrows fticking in your conſcience, and call-| 


ing for bitter repentance, Nay, how much 
time 
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time has by this means been fill'd up with its 

| proper work? and what a happy ſtock of 

Knowledge have you laid up for your comfort 

and uſefulneſs in life, beyond many of your 
years? In ſome reſpects you have on this ac. 

count improv'd your time far better than I 

have done; and my fins are greatly aggra- 

vated by the full conviction of my N and 
the inconfiſtency of my behaviour with my 

own prayers and folemn reſolutions. And a 

view of my miſ-ſpent time in this light, calls 
me to frequent deep repentance. © But as bare 
complaints are of no avail, I hope we ſhall 
both of us labour after a conduct more agree- 
able to the full conviction we have of the va- 
lue of time, and the importance of a due im- 
pProvement of it. And that we may, let us 
Join earneſt prayers to diligent endeavours, 
But I have fo much exceeded my time, that 
I muſt now leave you with my beſt wiſhes. 
| Aur, Dear Sariſſa, If you muſt go, I ſhall 
ſcon return your viſit, for I want farther di- 
rections from you. 

Sar. The ſooner, the better I ſhall like it. 
And in the mean time Iwill tend you a book 
on the ſubje&, wherein the worth of time, 

and the duty of improving it, is ſet forth at 

large; where you will find alſo, Directions for 
the performance. of this great, but ſo much 
negleRted duty, 
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Concerning coming 10 the Lord's, Table, 5 
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Cel. 1 1 1 very 3 to fee my - dn Sari 72 
for I have thought it a long while 

fince I had the favour of a viſit from you. 
Sar. I defign'd you one much ſooner. Celinda 
indeed, but I have been Wy much en: 


gag d. d 
Cel. Pray if if one may de io rec 22 IL 255 
what weighty. affairs have you had on Your 
hands? For 1 thought few had more timo 
than you. 

Sar. That's true im the general; but if you 
ſtaid on Lord s- day, you muſt be ſenſible I 
have had'an important work in hand, which 
call'd for no {mall ſhare of my time wb 
thoughts. 1 Vil > 

Cel. Ves, I was there, and found. you were 
received at communion, which increaſed in- 
| ſtead of leſſening my wonder at your preſent 
ſtrangeneſs; for 1 thought you might, as a 
friend, have let me into the ſegggt, and ſeen. 
whether I could have been inge to have 
borne you company. 

Sar. My dear Celinda, had I once bach 4 
thought of that, it would have been with in 
expreſſible 
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© expreflible pleaſure 1 ſhould have communi- 


cated my intentions, to you. But you muſt 
de ſenſible your reſerve to me on this topic, 
. notwithſtanding our freedom in other reſpects, 
F gave me no room for ſuch an attempt; asI 

have more than once given ſome diſtant hints 
Which might have led the way. | 
Cel. I ownit, Sariſſa, and own it as a great 
fault in me, which though in part owing to 
natural temper, I know I ought to try to over- 
come. But tho? I have never mentioned this 
affair to you, nor any one elſe, tis a ſubject 
I have had manythovughts about, and when 


1 heard your name mentioned, could not but 


forma ſecret wiſh that mine had been joined 

witch zit. _— e 5 
Sar, Well, Celinda, then I hope you will re- 
ſolve to follow me as ſcon as poſſibie. And 
if it will be any encouragement to you to 
hear my experience, I will aſſure you the 
fatisfaction I have found herein is ſo great, 
khat I only repeat I no ſooner broke through 
thoſe obſtacles which Satan and my own car- 
nal imaginations threw in my way. 
Cel. I with you would be to good as to tell 
me what thep were, and how you overcame. 
them; which may perhaps be of great ſervice 


to me. | 


Sar. It would be endleſs to relate to you all 
that has paſt in my mind on this affair, but 
I'll willingiy ſum up the chief. | 

It pleaſed God, in my early childhood, 
even about the eighth year of my age, to im- 
preſs my mind with a deep ſenſe of the worth 


of my precious immortal ſoul, of the need I 
| fs ſtood 


newing grace; and 1 truft I was drawn 
the cords of 4 love to give myſelf up en- 
tirely to him to be ſaved in his own way. Ac 
was loon convinced that ' tis the duty of ever 
fincere chriſtian to make a public as welF as 
private ſurrender of himſelf to God in Chriſt, 
and openly avow the cauſe and intereſt of that 
maſter he profeſſes to ſerve; but I was kept 
from taking any ſteps in order hereto, by 
my age; for as I had never heard of . 10 
young that were admitted, I feared if I offer'd 
myſelf for communion, L ſhould be refus'd. 
This made me eaſy in my delay for ſome time. 
After which, when freſh convictions of duty 


„ 


broke in, I fell into ſo deſponding a temper 


for ſome time, as effectually deterr'd me from 
a work of this nature; and when I had at- 
tain'd to a more ſettled peace of mind, and , 


began to renew my thoughts on the affair; 3 


then (with other objections) that of ſpeaking. 
to the miniſter aroſe before my view in to 
formidable a light, I ſaw no way to ſurmount 
it. Theſe were my chief hindrances. 

Cel. Well, my Dear Sariſſa, long to know 
tow you got thro' theſe difficulties; for I muſt 


own, you have given an exact deſcription of 


what has paſt in my own mind; but the way 
to get through them, has not yet been found 
out by me. 

Sar. I hope you will be enabled to break” 
through them all with more caſe than I did; 


but 1 will readily inform you in what man- . 
ner I at length overcame them. 5 
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The objection on the account of my age, 
as 1 before hinted, remain'd fora long time in 
it's full power, even above two years; and on 
renewing the debate, it ſtill pleaded ſtrenu- 
ouſly againſt my attempt. But I conſidered, 

that I was not to be govern'd by the example 
of thoſe around me, any farther than their 
conduct was agreeable to the rule of God's 
word; that this was a plain and expreſs duty; 
that i found no age for admiſſion fix'd in the 
Scripture; that as for my ſtay ing for greater 
improvements in knowledge and grace, (which 
next offer'd to my thoughts) it was in reality 
to neglect taking a ſovereign medicine till [ 
was in good part recovered from my diſeaſe ; 
that the church is the ſchool of Chriſt, its 
which all who fincerely defire to be his diſei- 
ples, are to enter, that they may be train'd up 
to greater advances, by the ſpecial adyantages 
there enjoved ; that the ſacrament of the 
Lord's-ſupper is peculiarly adzpted, and 'if 
duly attended on, bleſt to the worthy receiv- 
er, for his ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth 
in grace. On ſuch conſiderations I came to 
a full determination no longer to delay keep- 
ing this command of my God, my deareſt Sa- 
Jiour, my crucified Redeemer, This was 1 
believe, near a year ago. 

Cel. But how came you to gelay putting 

our deſigns in execution? 

Sar. Then ſtarted up that difficulty, which 
at firſt ſeem'd unſurmountable. I mean the 

ſpeaking to the miniſter. 
Ce. T want ſadly to know how you got 


over that. 
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Sar. Truly I made a tedious work of it; 


and ſometimes when I thought myſelf firmy, 


reſolv'd, my courage faild me again, and my 
purpoſes vaniſh'd into ſmoak; but J reflected 
on thoſe words of my bleſſed Lord, that who- 
ever ſhould be aſham'd of him and his words, 
of them would he be aſham'd at the great day; 
but that they who courageouſly own and con- 
feſs him as their Lord and Maſter before men, 
be would then confeſs them, own and treat 
them as his diſciples before his Father, and be- 
fore angels and men : farther, that the word 
commands me to be ready always to give, to 
every one that aſketh me, a reaſon of the 
hope that is in me, with meekneſs and fear: 
and ſurely, thought I, I ſhould in a peculiar 
manner be thus ready, when ſuch a declara- - 
tion is a neceſſary ſtep in order to my com- 
plying with my own duty. I farther argued 
thus with myſelf : What! am I, if calledjto 
it, to give an account of my faith, when this 
confeſſion might expoſe me to impriſonment 
or death, which is the caſe our Saviour ſeems 
to have in view? Am I neither to regard the 
ſuperiority of thoſe before whom T ſtand, 
nor the ſhame, reproach, or danger ſuch an 
acknowledgement would expoſe meto? Theſe 
are the terms, I know I have pretended to 
comply with. I have, in dependence on di- 
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vine grace, reſolved that I will take up my = 


croſs and follow my Redeemer whemever he 
calls me to it. And ſhall I think? t a great 
hardſhip to take ſome pains with myſelf, and 
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that natural ſhyneſs and reſerve, that is fo apt 
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put ſome force upon myſelf, to break throo 
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to appear on this occaſion ? Theſe confidera- 
tions I found of no ſmall” weight with me, 
and determined my compliance, This morn- 
ing i was going to the minifter, filled with ſo- 
licitous thoughts, that place came with weight 
on my mind, Take no thought how or what you 
ſhall to ſpeak, for it ſhall be given you in that 
fame hour what you ought to ſay. I was, in- 
_ deed, very fenfibie,.that'this was a promiſe 
made on a far more difficult occaſion, and 
that therefore I could not expect the ſame de- 
grees of aſſiſtance; vet I found it inſpire a 
hope, that according to my meafure, and the 
nature of my caſe, it ſhould be fulfilled to 
me. And, bleſſed be God, my hopes were not 
utter! y fruſtrated.; for I gave ſuch an account 
as was to ſatisfaction. Vet, alas! ! my diffi- 
Eulties ended not here ! 
Cel. No- What could farther lie in 
your wav ? 
Sar. As I was then younger than I ſuppoſe 
that ſoclety had ever admitted, there was 
ſomebody rais'd an objection, and carriod it 
ſo far, that the miniſter thought proper not to 
propoſe me the next Lord's day as he had de- 
ſign'd. And tho?” he, in the kindeſt and gen- 
tleſt manner, let me know it, and told me he 
would not have me diſcourag'd at waiting a 
little longer, this was the means of throwing 
my ming into the utmoſt diſtreſs ! and thus 1 
reaſon'd with myſelf; I had better not have 
been ſo haſty in this affair - for is not plainly 
the hand of God to be ſeen againſt me hcrc- 
in; I ought to ſee and acknor; ledge it; and, 


inſtead of being uneaſy, to be thankful 
8 | = that 
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that by. thus blocking up my way he has pre- 5 
vented the aggravated guilt ! might have con- 
tracted. by an. unworthy receiving; for had F 
been a proper JutyeR, the path to ) duty would 
not have heen thus ſhut up. As theſe reflec--, 
tions, appear'd to me juſt, I rather took them 
as the effect of due conſideration, than as the 
temptations of Satan; ſo that, drawing from 
them the moſt melancholy concluſions againſt 
myſelf, inſtead of continued defire to be ad- 
mitted, I was even ready to tremble. at the 
thought of my hold preſumption, in offering 
to lay claim to the childrens bread, to which 
I had no right. But, I bleſs God, it was not 
Arr long ere I attain'd again my former 
eace of mind. 

C. I think ſuch an inſtanee ſhould mak 
Chriſtians very careful what diſcouragements 
they lay in the way of young ones; for cer- 
tainly it muſt have occaſion'd much concern 
to the party, had it been known what diſtreſs 
the ſtep taken had caus'd you. - But how 
came you, my dear Sariſſa, after you were ea- 
ſy in your mind, to continue your neglect ſo 
long, as you were providentially remoy d from 
| thence, and fix'd where you had no proſpect 
of meeting with any obſtruction? 

Sar. Alas! Celinda, it is impoſſible for any | 
one whe has not had ſome experience of tue 
ſubtilty of Satan, and the deceitfulnels of her 
own heart, to conceive what a variety cf ob- 
ſtacles are by the one and the other plac'd in 
the way of duty! Even after my peace of 
mind return'd, the dit couragement [ had met | 
with, ſeem'd to me a ſufficient argument to 
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to appear on this occaſion 2? Theſe confidera- | 
tions I found of no ſmall weight with me, 
and determined my compliance, This morn- 
ing i was going to the miniſter, filled with {o- 
licitous thoughts, that place came with weight 
on my mind, Take nothought how or what) ou 
ſhall to ſpeak, for it ſhall be given you in that 
ſame hour what you ought 18 fay. I was, in- 
deed, very ſenſible, that this was a promiſe 
made on a far more difficult occaſion, and 
that therefore I could not expe the fame de- 
grees of affiſtance; yet I found it inſpire a 
hope, that according to my meafure, and the 
nature of my caſe, it ſhould be fulfilled to 
me. And, bleſſed be God, my hopes were not 
vutter'y fraftrated.; for I gave ſuch an account 
as was to Fine Vet, alas! my diffi- 
eulties ended not here! 
Cel. No What could farther lie in 
your way? | 

Sar. As I was then younger than I ſuppoſe 
that ſociety had ever admitted, there was 
ſomebody rais'd an objection, and carried it 
to far, that the miniſter thought proper not to 

ropoſe me the next Lord's day as he had de- 
ſign'd. And tho? he, in the kindeſt and gen- 
tleſt manner, let me know! it, and told me he 
would not have me diſcourag'd at waiting a 
little longer, this was the means of throwing 
my mind into the utmoſt diſtreſs ! and thus [ 
reaſon'd with myſelf; I had better not have 
been ſo haſty in this affair - for is not plainly 
my hand of God to be ſeen againſt me here- 
['ought to ſee and acknor ledge it; and, 


inſlecd of being uneaſy, to be thankful 
that 
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that b thus blocking up my way he has pre- 85 
vente the aggravated g guilt ! mighthave con- 
tracted by an unworthy receiving; for had! 
been a, proper ſuhjeck, the path to duty Would 
not have heen thus ſhut up. As thele feflec- 
tions appear'd to me juſt, I rather took them 
as the effect of due contideration, than as the 
temptations of Satan; fo that, drawing from 
them the moſt melancholy concluſions againſt 
myſelf, inſtead of continued defire to be ad- 
mitted, I was even ready to tremble. at the 
thought of my hold preſumption, in offering 
to lay claim to the childrens bread, to which 
I had no right. But, I bleſs God, it was not 
very long ere I attain'd again my former 
peace of mind. 

Cz!. I think ſuch an inflance ſhould make 
Chriſtians very careful what diſcouragements 
they lay in the way of young ones; for cer- 
tainly it muſt have occaſion'd much concern 
to the party, had it been known what diſtreſs 
the ſtep taken had caus'd you. But how 
came you, my dear Sariſſa, after you were ea- 
y in your mind, to continue your neglect ſo 
long, as you were providentially remoy d from 
thence, and fix'd where you had no proſpect 

E of meeting with any obſtruction? = 
Sar. Alas! Celinda, it is impoſſible for any |, 7 
one whe has not had ſome experience of the | i 
ſubtilty of Satan, and the deceitfulnels of het 
own heart, to conceive what a variety cf ob- 
ſtacles are by the one and the other plac'd in 
the way of duty! Even after my peace of 
mind return'd, the diſcouragement I had met 
with, ſeem'd to me a ſufficient argument to 
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hs juſtify 1 my. delay ; and as for my remove, that 
© ls a freſh difficulty, as I had a new mini- 

5 er to ſpeak to; but on providentially hearing 


my duty ſtrongly preſt from the pulpit, new 
reſolutions took place; which as you ſee, I 


hs have, blefſed be God, been enabled to pur 


in execution. Thus 1 have,” my dear Celinda, 
given you the account you defi r'd, and have 
been the more particular, as you hinted a 
reſemblance in our caſe. 
Cel. I did fo, and think myſelf extremely 
oblig'd to you; and I muſt own you have an- 
1w rd all my objections but one, ſo far, that 
I. can make no reaſonable reply. 

Far. I am very glad of it; but pray let's 
have that one, whatever it be, over again, 
mY we may ſee what may be farther ſaid to 

What is it? 

. Nay, 'tis that which i is of the greateſt 
moment; a fear leſt T am not ſincere in my 
pretenſions to religion. | 

Sar. That we ought to be jealous left we 
ſhould deceive ourſelves with falſe hopes, or 
take up a profeſſion of religion without expe- 
riencing the power of it in our hearts, I rea- 
dily allow. On the other hand, we ought 
not to diſtreſs ourſelves with groundleſs fears, 
and make theſe pleas for omitting a known 
duty; for this is not a ſituation of mind to be 
e in, even tho? no ſuch affair. were in the 
thoughts: for can any thing appear more 
ſhocking to ſerious perſons, than an utter un- 
certainty how it will be like to fare with them 
thro” the ages of an endleſs eternity? And this 
temper of mind muſt ſure be lookꝰd uponas ve- 
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ry dangerous as well as uncomfortable, when - 
we reflect we are certain of none but the pre- "i 
ſent time for lettling this moſt i important con- 
cern. 9 
Nos ſay right; yet, alas ! I muſt own, i 
this hath been mottly the caſe with me for's * 
great while, I was under conviction when 4 
very young, and not only made ſenfible of 
my need of a Saviour, but earneſtly ſolicitous 
to obtain from him pardoning and renewing 
grace; and for a conſiderable time went on 
with great delight in the ways of God, and 
found his word and ordinances adminiſter to 
me peace and joy. But fince, has my mind 
been harraſſed with great diſquietude, and 
thoſe ſubjects which were wont to afford me 
the moſt pleaſure, now fill me with diſtreſs * 
and terror. 

Sar. Have you not, my dear, loſt your uſu- 
al comfort, by letting down your watch, and 
giving way to a careleſs or wordly temper of 
mind? For this 1 is, 1 know too common a 
eas. 

Cel. There indeed you have rightly judg'd. 
I fell into a cold and formal way of ban 1 
ing duty; and vain, trifling amuſements, the 

common baits to enſnare a youthful mind. 
ſo ingroſs'd my thoughts and time, that I, in 
a great meaſure, loſt fight of ſpiritual and 6 

heavenly objects. And when any ſermon, A 
providence, or admonition of friends has faſ- 
ten'd. on my conſcience, then have I been 
filld with amaze and dread. Now, wal 
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think you of a caſe like mine ? | 
Sar, I think and know that you are g 
alone 
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"been in the ſamecircuritances of diſtreſs, and 
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and carnality.: out of which ! was, | bleſs 


God, 


thoſe words, But grow in grace. By which I 
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indeed the ſceds of grace we in my heart, 
| they ſeem' d far from thriving there; which led 
me to fear, that I had Pere ie my- 


ſome time to humble my foul before God on 
this account; and, after earneſt prayer for aſ- 
lde, engag'd in the too- long- neglected 
duty of cloſe ſelf- examination: in which 1 
found great rcafon to hope that I diſcern'd 
ſome of the marks of true grace, tho' its weak 


time. On -which JI moſt attentively read and 
— confider'd the directions, and promiſes made 
to the backflider; particularly thote in the 
third chapter of Feremiah, and fourteenth of 
22> Fea; and did endeavour to take with me the 
A = words, and turn unto the Lord, carneſtly 
- pleading with ham, that he would take awa 
all iniquity and receive me gracioufly. After 
Fhich, were thoſe reviving words impreſt on 
5 my mind as tho' they had come by a voice 
from Heaven, If any man ſin, we have an 
advocate with. the Father, 7e/us Chriſi the 
= righteous; and he is the propiuation for our 
ſins, &c. And I was, I hope, enabled by 
faith to apply to this bleſſed advocate, and to 


r on him for. the 8 for my fins, 
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alone in it. I have, with grief muſt Il vown 14 


N the ſame fatal cauſe, my on folly, floth 


rouſed by hearing ſome diſcourſes on 


Plain perceived, that, inſtead of growing, 1 
Was greatly onthe declin ie; that if chere were 5 


elf with. falle hopes. Upon which, 1 ſet apart 


dbisg ſtate too viſibly appear d. at the ſame 


and 
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and cominit my caſe to him, as my king 4 
powerful interceſſor in the Court of Heaven: 
thro” whom I hope to be again admitted to 
favour; and from whom I prayed that I might, 
derive thoſe influences of-grace by which this 2" 
poor wither'd. ſoul of mine might yet grow” 
vp as the corn, and flouriſh as the vine. _ 
Cel. But is it poſſible for a real chriſtian *X 
thus to decline? Does not the Scripture ſay, 
That the righteous ſhall hold on his way, 
and grow ſtronger and ſtronger:? WL 
Sar. This is indeed a progreffive work, and 
the path of the juſt ſhall be asa ſhining. liebt, 4 
that ſhines more and more unto the 0 S 4 
day. But as oft, in that caſe, thoſe clouds 

| ariſe, which ſeem to portend returning dark=- 
neſs, till being ſcattered, we find the — 

on the increaſing hand; foi it is here. It is 

with the new creature as with an infant; it 

will if it lives, grow up to its perfect ſtature; 25 
yet it may, thro” the force of ſome Gisele, | 
greatly decline in fleſh and ſtrength; and ſeem 

at a total ſtand as to growth : thoſe ſpiritual . 
maladies to which the chriftian is liable, have 

often the ſame fatal effects on him. But what 

is his duty in ſuch a caſe? not to ſit down in 
deſpair, and, becauſe he is ſick, imagine he Fro 
dead; but with ſpeed to apply to the b 
Phyfician, who can not only forgive all his 
. Iniquities, but alſo heal all his diſeaſes. = 
Cel, You, indeed, inſpire me with ſome bk 
hope, and have I am ſure, ſet my duty in a 
clear light; which 1s with grief to remember 
whence I am fallen, ſincerely to repent, and 
diligent? ? to ſet about my firſt works. 
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4 Sar. I know. of nothing that will be ſo likes © 
= 5 to aſſiſt you inſthis work, and confirm and 
23 ; bo your mind, as the neceſſary prepar. 
= ration for the duty. we have been een 
4 | of, and a due attention upon it. 

SY I can come to no reſolution in my pre- 


ed, F1l engage to think of it, and let you 
Fnow the reſult of my thoughts: in the mean 
time, with my thanks for this kindneſs, 1 
4 mult beg your prayers chat 1 may be daten d 
b. and eftabliſh'd. 

. I ſhall not be unmindful of you; and 
1 will ſend you a ſermon of the reverend Dr, 
ige s, entitled, The young convert in- 
| WS to early communion ; which may, by 


bn to a fixt reſolution. And Thope 1 ſhall 
=. tharc your prayers, as I greatly — them, 
| 3 that I may be enabled to walk ſuitably to the 
34 profeſſion Thave made; that I may remember 
15 the ſolemn engagements. I have, before God, 

* angels, and men, laid myſelf under, and keep 

eentinvally on my guard, leſt 1 ſhould be 
Y rawn aſide to diſgrace that Maſter I profeſs 
ſerve, or bring reproach on that eiiien 1 
WE. ⸗ a rays: openly avow'd. 
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ent temper; but if Ican get a little more com- 


he blefling of God, be a means of bringing | 
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